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THE NEW SYSTEM. 

Mr. Epiror.—I noticed in your last 
number a communication from a 
teacher in favour of the old ticket 
system, or rather in opposition to the 
improved system of limited and uni- 


form lessons. After all his fears of 


innovation he is willing to admit that 
successful experiment is the best test 
of the utility of any system. 

For the information of that teacher 
and of others who feel interested | 
would state that the experiment has 
been extensively made, and that too, 
in places where the “local circum- 
stances and views of the people were 
quite different.” The writer of this 
article can testify to its success in 
populous and wealthy villages—in 
small manufacturing villages—and in 
country congregations where the 
inhabitants are much scattered. 
Among a large number of cases, not 
one has yet been known to fail of 
success. In every instance the scho- 
lars have manifested a much greater 
interest in their lessons; have been 
more ardently attached to the school 
—more obedient to their teachers, 
and have made more rapid advances 
in acquiring a true knowledge of the 
scriptures. They have been led into 
habits of thinking and meditating on 
the meaning of the word which they 
‘ommit to memory. On the new 
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system there has been no difficulty 
in retaining the elder scholars in the 
school, for they find great profit in 
studying the lesson, and in searching 
for scripture proofs. 

Another happy effect of the im- 
proved system is this: in every case 
where it has been adopted, the teach- 
ers have been more interested, and 
instead of going to the school, as to 
a dull task, they go, feeling that they 
themselves are equally benefitted 
with the scholars. 

Another effect of the new system 
has been noticed, which is not among 
the least of its benefits, and that is, 
parents of the scholars are much 
more interested, and a great en- 
gagedness for scarching the scrip- 
tures is witnessed in most families 
where there are children belonging 
to the school. The reason is this: 
the children know, from their ques- 
tion books, what they must under- 
stand respecting their lesson, and, 
that they need not fail of answering 
questions when they meet at the 
school room, they are careful to in- 
quire of their parents, and learn the 
meaning of the few verses of the 
lessons. The parents, in order to 
explain them to their children and 
furnish them with scripture proofs, 
are under the necessity of reading 
the word themselves, 

‘““A Teacher” fears that too much 
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time will be required during the | 


week in ‘‘searching commentaries 
and bible dictionaries,” for the mean- 
ing of the lessons. It should be re- 
membered that the improved system 
limits the lesson to a small number of 
verses, say from 10 to 20, and con- 
fines the whole school to the same 
lesson. Consequently each teacher 
has only to ee this small portion 
during a period of seven days’ time. 
An hour or two in reading a commen- 
tary on the passage, is sufficient, and 
where commentaries are not at hand, 
an hour’s attendance in a Bible Class, 
will enable a teacher to procure all 
necessary information. If there is 
an individual who cannot spare such 
a portion of time for the reading of 
the word of life, I can only say his 
love of that word must be weak in- 
deed, and his prospect of future hap- 
piness dark as the shades of mid- 
night. 

Your correspondent fears also, the 
pains which must be sustained in pro- 
curing and relating to the scholars 
Suitable anecdotes. The practice of 
interesting a class by useful religious 
anecdotes, is not necessarily con- 
nected with the new system. Yet 
teachers may often illustrate the les- 
sons by short narratives, and thus en- 
tertain and instruct at the same time. 


No time need be lost in procuring | 


anecdotes in abundance, Either of 
the Sunday School Magazines and 
many religious newspapers furnish 
suitable anecdotes of this kind. Take, 
for instance, the last number of the 
American Sunday School , Maga- 
zine, and in it, are found, no less 
than ten items of information, each 
of which, would deeply interest 
a class. We find every " number 
equally furnished with matter of this 
kind. The +. goo costs only the 
trifling sum one dollar and fifty 
cents year. 
afford to pay this sum alone, let two 
or three unite, and then the cost will 
be only 50 cents each, asum which 
almost any teacher can easily spare 
without ever missing it. 

With regard to the last objection of 
‘“‘A Teacher,” little need be said. 
Probably no superintendent has ever 


adopted the improved system for the 


purpose of ** driving their unconvert- | 
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ed teachers to the ark of safety, I 
is a fact, however, which has beer 
noticed by many, that, under the im- 


_ proved system a larger proportion of 


teachers have been brought to re. 
pentance and faith in the Lord Je. 
sus Christ. The reason is supposed 
to be this: their classes being con 
fined to a short lesson, it becomes 
necessary for the teacher to study that 


_ lesson and explain its meaning to the 
_ scholars. While thus examining the 


word of God, they are brought to 
feel its force and converting influ. 
ence. Itis the sword of the spirit, 
and those who handle its point can 
scarcely escape a wound. 

I will close these remarks by a word 
or two to unconverted teachers 

Dear Friends.—There isno “con 
trivance of your superintendents to 
bring you into difficulty.” Neither 
do we wish to “drive” you to the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; but we are wil! 


_ing to confess that we feel anxious 


for your immortal souls, and cannot 


|help urging you to flee from the 


wrath to come. We rejoice to see 


/you come forward voluntarily as 


teachers of the rising generation. 
We invite all to take part in this good 
work. But our hearts are often pain. 
ed when we see our fellow labourers 
from week to week teaching others 
the word of God, while they them. 
selves know not its excellence nor 
feel its transforming efficacy. When 
we stand, and look around our school- 
rooms, we see several, professedl; 
pointing their scholars to the Lamb 
of God, while they themselves, dis- 
regard the atoning blood of that 
Lamb. We see some talking with 
their children about the glories ot 


_ heaven and the path that leads thith- 
er, while their own feet are in the 
_ broad road to death. Shall we not 
| readily adopt measures which will 
If one teacher cannot || 


have a tendency to bring such teach- 


_ ers tothink of themselves and of their 
own salvation ? 


Shall we not urge 
them to take the narrow path them- 


| selves, and then say to the dear chil- 


dren of their care ‘*‘ come with us 
we will do you good.” If the new 
system of instruction has a tendency 
to do this, shall we not strenuously 
advocate it? We cannot but look 
forward to the end of our labours, 
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and when we casta glance through 
the vista of futurity, our deepest anx- 
iety is that we may meet our little 
bands, both teachers and scholars, 
in the abodes of the blessed, and to 


hear with them, from the glory of 


our risen Saviour, ** come ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom 


prepared for you from the foundation | 


of the world.” 
A SUPERINTENDENT. 


NEW YORK SCHOOLS. 


From the 11th Report of the New | 





























York Sunday School Union Society, 


_ we make the following extracts: 


During the past year 12 new 
schools have been added to the Union, 
viz. 25, which had been suspended— 
47, which had existed as an indepen- 
dent school since 1822; and ten new 
schools, embracing 191 conductors, 
and 1098 scholars. 


The following table exhibits a com- 
parative view of the state of the 
schools in 1826 and 1827. 























1826. 1827, Increase. 
White Boys, S096 $109} | |1013; 
Coloured do. 326| 1482) 1156 
Adults, 94 1124 | 30 
—-| 420 —-| 606) i——| 186 
3516} | |——| 4715) {/——({1199 
White Girls, 1325 | 41783} | | 458 
Coloured do. ‘1103 1175) | 72 
Adults, 57 123 | 66) 
—-| 160 l—-| 298; i—-| 138 
——}1485 pone 2081; |——| 596 
' aie —_ 
Total, 5001 6796) 1795 
Male Conductors, 538 | 759 221 
Female do. 236 | 336 | 100 
774 |  |———| 1095] joel 32% 
Of those were pro- 
fessors, 417) 659! 242 
In 34 schools were 
given Bibles as | | 
rewards, 179\In 33 schools, 276 97 
Testaments as do. 372 510 | 138 
In all the schools, 
magazines for | 
scripture ——— | | | 
about 9700; about,; | 14000) | 4300 
13 Libraries, (vols.)| 3663/24 Libraries, | | 6600; | 2932 


It will be seen by the table that 
during the year the increase of the 


schools is 12 
Increase of Instructers, 321 
Increase of white scholars, 1471 
do. col’d. children, 228 
do. do. adults, 96 
—1795 


do. of teachers who are 
professors of religion, 242 


There have been gathered into the 
churches from the world, 84 teachers 
and 54 scholars, total 142, which 
added to those of former years, makes 
380 teachers, and 192 scholars, total 











582. It would be well for the super- 
intendent of each school to preserve 
a copy of the annexed table, so that 
by keeping correct minutes from year 
to year, to be added to it, the record 
can hereafter be accurately perpetu- 
ated. Your committee also request 
that the superintendents be able to 
state, at the next annual meeting, 
the exact number of scholars admit- 
ted into their schools within the year, 
and the number of those who shall 
have left during the same period, 
and the same also of teachers. . 
Of the schools now in 
18 were commenced in 1816, 4 in 
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1817, 2 in 1818, 3 in 1819,—in 1820, 
5in 1821, 41m 1822, 5 in 1825, 6in 
1824, 4 in 1825, 9 in 1826, 2 in 1827; 
5 are for coloured people exclusively, 
38 of the others have coloured chil- 
dren in them, 35 of them are com- 
posed of male and female scholars. 
The first report of the Union gave 
3000 scholars. At the end of 5 years, 
in 1821, there were only 2794; since 
then the numbers have gradually in- 
creased to their present state. 

Your committee are gratified to 
learn that weekly and monthly prayer 
meetings among the teachers, and for 
the children and their parents, are 
numerous, well attended, and insome 
instances, deeply interesting. The 
sentiment seems generally to prevail, 
and it cannot be too deeply felt, that 
every effort without God’s blessing 
will be in vain, and this too is con- 
nected with strong confidence in his 
promises and his purpose. Many in- 
stances are recorded of serious in- 
quiry and conversion among teachers 
and scholars. About twenty deaths 
of scholars are noticed, and 3 or 4 
teachers, and all of them in such a 
way as evidently to show the impress 
of the hand of God in our sunday 
school labours, and to encourage and 
gladden all concerned in them. 

Visiting Committee.—The reports 
from the different schools express al- 
most universally, their indebtedness 
and gratitude to the Visiting Com- 
mitte for their valuable services. 
Your committee have learned, with 

eculiar satisfaction, that the Visit- 
ing Committee is now full, and num- 
bers 48 as regular visiters, who ap- 
parently take a very deep interest in 
the schools. Their weekly meetings, 
on Saturday evenings, for conversa- 
tion and prayer, are more interesting 
in their character, and better attend- 
ed, in point of numbers, than has 
been the case for several years past. 
That very much depends upon the 
Visiting Committee, is evident from 
the uniform language of the teachers; 
they know best how to appreciate 
their services, and it is hoped that 
the expression of their feelings to- 
wards them, will animate them to be 
more conscientious, faithful, and 
prayerful in their labours. 
jbraries.—Your committee ear- 











nestly recommend to every scliool, 


_ the establishment of a Sunday Schoo! 


Library. In the 24 schools which 


_have libraries, the happiest effects 


have been witnessed. The childre 
manifest the utmost eagerness to pro. 


_ cure books, and are peculiarly care. | 
_ ful to avoid any impropriety of con 
_ duct which will forfeit their right to 
_ a book from the library. 


The increased attention to esta. 


_ blishing and enlarging libraries in the 


schools, has no doubt borne a large 
share in promoting the present ad 
vanced and flourishing state of the 
several schools, whose conductors 
have collected books for the use oj 
their scholars. The report of the 
last and the present year, bear test; 
mony to the importance of this sub 


| ject; and your committee cannot 
| pass it by without pressing it again, 


and again, on the minds of all who 
hold the important trust of conduct 
ing the schools connected with this 
society. It may be observed, tha: 
the rapidity and cheapness of the im 
proved operations of the press, while 
it gives facility to the spread of truth 
and science—promoting the growth 
of intellect and morals—yet is equally 
or still more favourable to outpour 
ing floods of iniquity and error- 

bringing up, as it were, an army of 
locusts, to devour every green herb 
of the field. Like the wings of the 
wind, the press with swiftness scat 
ters over the land both precious and 
poisonous seed. Against such alarm 
ing evils, Christians must, with pru 
dence, devise every means to coun 
teract the baneful influence to be 
dreaded from the circulation of every 
volume of pernicious tendency ; and, 
while so liberal and noble a provision 
is made to instruct the children of 
our favoured land, in all the elements 
of education, let it be our yet higher 
duty to guard them against the evil 
that might, under some circumstan- 
ces, arise from it. Having taught 
them to read, let us provide and se- 
cure to their use such books as shall 
enlighten the mind, improve their 
hearts, and co-operate with those 
precepts of pure and undefiled reli- 
gion, that it is the privilege of this 
society to be the humble means of 
bestowing on the ignorant. In this 
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subject, minister and people, teacher | 
and taught, parents and children, are 
concerned ; and the present state of 


i 
i 
society seems to demand the most | 
vigorous efforts to be made in their | 


behalf. The object, though of so 
vast importance, yet is very easy to 
accomplish—the means are within 


the reach of the lowliest in the ranks 


of sabbath school teachers. Let them 
but open lists for contribution, in their 
schools and in their churches; let 
them solicit a single volume here and 
there, and when suitable, place them 
on their shelves; and if not adapted 
to their purposes, let such be collect- 
ed and either sold or exchanged for 
others. Let the members and sub- 
scribers of Tract Societies be solicit- 
ed to throw their contributions in to 
swell this fertilizing stream, rather 
than into channels of more doubtful 
usefulness. Let contributions be 
made in families and churches for 
this purpose. Let congregational 
libraries be established, embracing a 
variety of useful books. With indus- 
try and zeal in this laudable pursuit 
every church in the land, besides 
possessing a sabbath school, would 
have one of the most important aux- 


iliaries—a Labrary, where the people | 


and the children might be constantly 
supplied with volumes of Theology 


and practical Piety, Biography, His- | 


tory, &c. This will afford the most 
rational and profitable employment of 
the hours of daily leisure and holy 
rest. It is the humble wish of your 
committee that these suggestions may 
have their desired effect, and that 
the hearts of God’s people may be 
stirred up this year, to contribute li- 
berally their means and personal en- 
gagedness, firmly to establish this 
most benevolent and highly import- 
ant purpose, 

Selected Lessons.—The selected 


lessons, with the appropriate ques- | 


tions arising out of each subject ac- 


companying them, prepared under | 


the superintendence of the agent, 
have been introduced into practice 
in 58 of the schools, with great suc- 
cess. They are very happily adapted 
to advance the scholars in an intimate 
and correct knowledge of the scrip- 
tures. Their minds, as well as their 
Memories, are exercised by this im 





proved mode in sabbath school teach- 
ing. 

The old plan of committing large 
portions of scripture to memory, is 
generally relinquished, and has yield- 
ed to the superior advantages which 
the selected lessons possess over 
every other method of Biblical in- 
struction, and we cannot but hope 
that their value will be duly appre- 
ciated by every school under their 


, care. 


In proof of their excellence, it may 
be stated that they have been exten- 


| sively adopted in many places, and 


they would have been introduced, 


the Questions in sufficient quantities, 
_ could have been supplied. Demands 
| have been made for them from every 

part of the Union, and at their meet- 
_ing in March, the committee, gave 
| permission for publishing 5000 copies 
of the Questions, which probably 
will afford but a very inadequate sup- 
ply. 

During the past year, 15 ministers, 
in addition to 4 previously engaged, 
have delivered a weekly lecture on 
the selected lesson for the ensuing 
sabbath. 


no doubt, much more generally, if 
| 





It has proved a delightful and pro- 
fitable exercise, and, in some imstan- 
ces, has been the occasion of @xcit. 

_ ing an increased interest and attend- 


| ance in the weekly lecture. The 


committee think it can hardly fail, in 


| any instance, to have a most benefi- 


| cial effect. The lessons are all well 
selected, and of a practical nature. 
| Seeing the influence which sabbath 
| schools have already exerted, with 
| the immense influence they will 
| hereafter exert upon the great mass 
| of our growing population—and be- 
| lieving the best interest of the church 
| to be very intimately connected with 
| their growth and prosperity, your 
| committee earnestly hope that this 
'| subject, so well calculated to encour- 
age and assist the teachers, will re- 
| ceive the serious and candid exami- 
|| nation of ministers. Your committee 
|| might add facts on this subject, illus 
trative of their benefit, if it were ne 

| cessary. | | 

Public Examinations.—The use ot 
|| the select lessons, has led to public 
' eXaminations in several of the schools, 
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quarterly, or at other stated seasons. 


On many such occasions, churches | 


have been crowded, and the effect 
on the people has been very salu- 
tary. 


Besides thus favourably influenc- | 
ing the public mind, the excitement | 


on the minds of the teachers and 
scholars, on these occasions, is calcu- 
lated to encourage both, and conse- 


quently promote the improvement of | 


the scholars. Another benefit that 
has been found, and will no doubt 
continue to arise from public exami- 
nations, is the promoting a laudable 
desire in parents, either to use great- 
er diligence in bestowing religious 
instruction and scriptural knowledge 
on their children, or sending them to 
institutions offering them such high 
advantages. Parents and guardians, 
present on such occasions, cannot but 
be constrained to take a compara- 


tive view of the attainments of their | 
own children and those instructed in 


our schools. 


Sunday School for 'Teachers.—One | 


of the greatest embarrassments at- 
tending the enlargement of sunday 
school operations, is a deficiency of 
faithful and competent teachers ; and 
it is frequently the case that those 
who manifest a disposition to engage 
in this work, are deterred on account 
of their ignorance of its duties. 


become better qualified for their em- 
ployment, the plan has been suggest- 
ed ot opening a school for teachers, 
on some week day or sabbath even- 
ing, for the purpose of instructing in 
the practical duties of a sunday school 
teacher. A thorough acquaintance 
with the best plan of teaching a class, 
and a uniform system of instruction, 
as far as is practicable, appears to be 
very desirable. Your committee 
therefore, highly recommend the es- 
tablishment of a school for teachers, 
and the more so, because they have 
been informed that some of the old- 
est and most experienced among us 
are now ready to engage in it. 
Agent.—The services of the Rev. 
Mr. Judson, the agent of the board, 
have been very efficient, and valua- 
ble. He has visited all the schools 
im the Umion once, and a majority of 








To 
obviate this last difficulty, and to af- | 
ford an opportunity to all teachers to | 





them several times; and bears his 

testimony to their obvious improve- 
ment. He has been uniformly re. 
ceived with cordiality and affection 

by the ministers of the differen: 

churches, and in their several schools. 
Your committee will now add a 

few anecdotes, of recent occurence, 
furnished by their agent. 

At the close of a monthly prayer. 
meeting for teachers, parents, and 
children, the mother of a sunday 
scholar came to the superintendent 
and said, ‘‘ Sir, here is my little boy , 
he has been to your school a few 
sabbaths, and I have reason to bless 
God for it. On his return home he 
always informs me what his teacher 
has said to him. Among other things, 
he said that his teacher had told him 
that his heart was wicked, and he 


| must have a new one, and that he 


must pray for himself, for his parents, 
and teachers. Since that time, he 
prays both morning and evening. 
On hearing his father swear, he said, 
‘Father, you must not swear; I must 
pray for you.’”’ This mother was so 
much delighted with the school that 
she influenced other parents to send 
their children. 

A few evenings since, while at- 
tending a similar meeting, I saw a 
woman present, sitting by the side of 
her two children, sobbing, and appa- 
rently agitated. At the close of the 
exercises she came to me, begged 
that her children might become mem- 
bers of the school, and expressed to 
me her distress of mind on account 
of her state as a lost sinner. She also 
intimated that God had seen fit to 
_make one of these children a rich 
_ blessing to her—that he had indulg- 
_ed a hope that within a few weeks 
he had experienced a change 0! 
heart—that he had already begun to 
pray in her family—and that these 
events had had an effect partially to 
reform her wicked husband. By sub- 
sequent inquiries, I ascertained that 
her statements were substantially cor 
rect, that a moral change had taken 
place in the family, and that her 
children are interesting scholars. 

On another occasion, a union meet 
ing was held for the conductors and 
_ pupils of several schools. 

After the benediction had been 
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pronounced, a young person at the 
age of 14 or 15, came to me and said, 
«do you know me, sir?” I replied in 
the negative. She then told me her 
name, and with tears expressed her 
anxiety that there might be some 
personal conversation with the pupils 
of her class. She also inquired if I 
recollected a meeting which had been 
held in that place, a year ago, in be- 
half of that school. I replied that | 
did ; she remarked that that was the 


to realize divine things; I was then 
a scholar, but I have since indulged 


a hope, and have been permitted to | 


unite with the church and to become 
a teacher. 

In some cases, whole families have 
been reformed by means of tracts 
and Bibles, which had been earned 
by their children at the schools, or 
by the visits and expostulations of 
teachers. 

Four or five families have I known 
who had never possessed the word of 
God, until it was introduced by their 
children, who had received it in the 
schools as a remuneration for their 
diligence. Several of the parents of 
pupils cherish the hope that, during 
the past year, they have been brought 
into the liberty of the sons of God. 
Six or seven schools have been more 
or less blessed by the spiritual influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit. In two of 
them, which are connected with one 


ed an interest in Christ, within the 
space of twelve months. A number 
of scholars, belonging to a school 
which is connected with another 
church, have also, made a public pro- 
fession of religion. Among the pu- 
pils of some schools there has been, 
within a few weeks, special serious- 
ness. Eight or nine teachers, who 


ina few days appeared to have ex- 
perienced the joys of new born 
souls, 


Your committee feel it to be their 


their obligations to the superinten- 
dents and teachers who continue to 
labour in this cause. 

Your committee trust that they will 
feel more and more the great respon- 


sibility under which they are acting : 
they should never forget that the ob- 
ject of their teaching is different 
from that of all other teaching; in 
other schools the object is to make 


| pupils wise ; in these, it is to make 


them wise unto salvation. Your com- 


_ mittee believe that the great body of 


the teachers are not satisfied with 
teaching the mere mechanism of 
reading ; they explain the scriptures, 


| enforce their importance, and urge 
time in which God opened my eyes | 


the necessity of immediate attention 
to all their requirements. They show 


_ the depravity of human nature, the 


fearful consequences of sin, and the 
dangerous condition of impenitent 
sinners. ‘They illustrate the nature 
of gospel blessings, the inseparable 
connexion between holiness and hap- 


| piness, between sin and suffering, 
_ and lead their charge from sabbath 


to sabbath to the cross of a dying 
Saviour. And they have the satis- 
faction of believing, not only from 


_ their own experience and knowledge, 


but also from the testimony of the 
churches in Great Britain, that com- 
municants from sunday schools are 
among the most enlightened, useful 
and active christians. 

In view of the many hopeful con- 


| versions of youth in our schools, your 
| committee would also 


urge upon 
teachers, the great importance and 
propriety (with an humble sense of 


| dependance on divine aid) of pray- 
church, eighteen teachers and five |, 
or six pupils, profess to have obtain. | 


ing for an immediate blessing upon 
their scholars. ‘* According to your 


| faith be it unto you,” saith the Sa- 
| viour. 
| the habit of labouring and praying, 
| expecting a blessing to follow at 
some distant period. 


Heretofore we have been in 


Pray for pre- 
sent blessings, convictions and con- 


| versions. 


Selected and limited Lessons.—In 


| their 10th annual report, the society 


have instructed in two schools, with- || from the most pleasing practical re- 


sults of the plan, were induced to re- 


commend a system of religious in- 
_ struction by selected scripture les- 
_ sons. 
duty to express a grateful sense of | 


Its useful effects, as exhibited 
in the few schools that had fully test- 


ed it, left itno way doubtful that the 


general adoption of it would be con- 
ducive to the rapid ee phe om ot 
their schools. A list of the appoint- 
ed lessons of the yearly course was 
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accordingly handed to the superin- 
tendents, and the agent of the socie- 
ty engaged to prepare, monthly, the 
series of questions on the lessons : 
and many of the pastors of the 
churches, with 
were connected, began to pronounce 


weekly lectures, for the instruction | 


of the teachers, on the appointed 
portions for the sabbath school les- 
sons. 
sive usefulness, and to benefit sabbath 


' 


which the schools | 


| m course ; and by a perusal of them 


_ at home, and by study prepare them. 
_ selves for the instructions of the sal 


bath. The series of questions tha: 


_ have been prepared are solely for the 


use of the teachers, to guide them in 


| catechising on the lesson. The ques 


tion book is by no means to be con 


| sidered as an entire rule for instruc 
| tion on the lesson, but as a guide anc 


With a view to more exten- | 


schools in other connexions, the fol- | 
lowing hints are given on this import- | 
ant subject, that those who have not | 
adopted this useful plan of opera- | 


tions, may be induced to pursue it; | 
and as a further facility, a large edi- | 
tion of the excellent series of ques- | 
tions by the Rev. A. Judson, has been | 


printed and are for sale at the Ame- 





| class. 


auxiliary to the teacher, in the du. 
ty of giving religious instruction to his 
These questions may be en. 
larged upon, and others added or 
substituted, and the form of expres. 
sion varied as the teachers discretion 
may direct; adapting himself to the 
different circumstances of his scho 
lars. Three examples of catechising 
on every lessson, are given in the 


| question book ; the first very plain 


rican Sunday School Union Society | 
| be answered by the letter of the text 


Depository, New York. No measure 


has so much conduced to mature and | 
improve sunday schools, as this of 
select portions of scripture, prepared | 
as yearly courses, for the purpose of |, 
giving appointed instruction inallthe | 
reading classes: wherever the plan | 
has been adopted, it has been pro- | 


ductive of immediate usefulness, ex- 
citing a renewed engagedness in 
both teachers and learners. The de- 
sign of this system is to exclude the 
unprofitable plan of committing large 


and easy, and intended generally to 


| the second are more difficult, yet ap 


ply in the regular order of the verses 
of the lesson: while the third is in 
tended to be yet more difficult, and 
are promiscuous; and also bring into 
view other Bible subjects as connect- 
ed with the lesson, or arising out of 


| the instruction required by the na 


| ture of the subject. 


It is not expect. 
ed that the scholars will generally 


| answer all the questions, therefore, 


portions of scripture to memory with- _ 


out religious instruction ; and to in- 
troduce a method whereby the scho- 
lars shall receive particular instruc- 


tion on all that they commit to me- | 


mory, and the teachers themselves to 


be more duly prepared for the sun- | 


day school duties, through the pasto- 


when answers are not given, thie 
teacher is always to dictate the an 
swer, requiring the scholar to repeat 


| the same several times in rotation 
_ When the teachers have the priv 


lege of a weekly exposition of the 
lesson from the pastor, it should not 
excuse them from making due pre 


_ paration by the study of the lesson 


ral instruction of their weekly lecture | 


on the appointed portion for the 
school. The following is the plan to 
be pursued in the use of the selected 


| ter prepared for their duty. 


| for each quarter. 


scripture lessons for sunday schools, | 
viz :—A list of the lessons, with the | 


date of those sabbaths on which they 


occur, is provided for the superin- | 


tencdents conducting the schools, and 
the minister engaged in lecturing on 
the lessons; and from this list the 
lessons is announced every sabbath 
at the close of the school. Similar 


lists on cards are printed for the use | 


of the scholars, so that when absent 
they may read and learn the lessons 


' schools, 
_ the sabbath in every month on which 


themselves, that they may be the bet 
The 
number of lessons are 40, being 1° 
The last sabbath 
in the month, the lesson is omitted, 
for the purpose of giving other reli- 


| gious instruction, as may be thought 


expedient by the managers of tlie 
In the New York schools, 


the lesson is omitted, is employed in 
reciting proofs on the monthly ques 


_ tions, prepared by the society ; and 


in giving instruction on short por 
tions of the old testament: instruc 
tions on the ten commandments, tle 
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duty of prayer, &c.—As a further ex- 
planation of the subject, an extract 
from the question book is subjoined, 
and also a form of the lists and cards 


of lessons, and the yearly lists of | 


questions for proofs. 
LESSON XXXII. 
Matthew, chap. xix. verses 13—26. 


do to be saved. 
EXAMPLE I. 


Who were brought to Christ ? 


For what purpose were they brought | 


to him ? 
What did the disciples do? 
What did Jesus say ? 
On whom did he lay his hands ? 
What did he then do? 
Did one come to him? 
What did he ask Jesus ? 
What inquiry did Jesus make ? 
Who did he say was good ? 


What did he tell him he must do if | 


he would enter into life ? 


What did the rich man then ask him? | 


What did Jesus tell him were these 
commandments? 

What reply did the young man make? 

What did Jesus tell him he must sell 
to become perfect ? 

To whom did he say that he must 
give ? 

What did he tell him that he should 
have ? 

What did he then tell him to do? 

When the young man had heard that 
saying, what did he do? 

What did he have ? 

Into what did Jesus say that such a 
rich man should hardly enter ? 

Can a camel go through the eye of a 
needle? 

Could he not do it sooner than such a 
rich man can be saved ? 

When the disciples had heard it, how 
were they affected ? 

What did they say ? 

Did Jesus behold them? 

What did he say about men? 

What did he say about God? 


EXAMPLE Il. 


How do you know that the children | 


who were presented to Christ were 
very young ? 


What is meant by the disciples re- | 


buking them ? 
Vor. IV.—Y 


|| Why did they do it? 
What is meant by little children’s 
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coming to Christ ? 


What is meant by the kingdom of 


heaven being of such children as 
do come to him? 


| What did the laying of his hands on 


them represent ? 


. <0. || In what way did the young man who 
Christ blesseth little children. The } : 


rich man’s question what he should | 


came to Christ, show his respect 
for him? 
What is meant by eternal life ? 


_ What do you mean by God’s being 


good ? 

What kind of life was that of which 
our Lord spoke ? 

What is it to keep God’s command- 
ments ? 

What is it to murder? 

Is adultery forbidden ? 

What is it to steal ? 

What is it to bear false witness ? 

What is it to honour your father and 
mother ? 

What is meant by loving your neigh- 
bour as yourself ? 

What were the things which he said 
he had kept from his youth ? 


Was he ignorant of the meaning of 


them ? 

Was that the reason why he said he 
had kept them from his youth ? 

What is it to be perfect ? 

Why did Jesus tell him to sell his es- 
tate ? 

What reward did he promise him ? 

What is it to follow him ? 

What made the young man sorrow- 
ful ? 

What>is it to enter the kingdom of 
God ? 

In what respect is it more difficult for 
the rich to enter than the poor ? 


_'To what did our Lord compare a 


camel? 


To what did he compare the eye of 


a needle ? 


| What made the disciples inquire who 


could be saved ? 
What did Christ say was impossible 
with men? 


| What is meant by all things being 


possible with God ? 
EXAMPLE III, 


Are all children members of the 
kingdom of heaven ! 
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Do the scriptures mention any who 
became pious in childhood ?* 


Who laid his hands upon the sons of 


Joseph while he blessed them ?j 
What office had the young man who 
came to Christ 7+ 
In what way did he manifest his sub- 
mission ? 


Has Christ always proved to be a> 


good Master or Teacher ? 


How did you know that the young | 


man had a firm belief of eternal 
life ? 

In what way did he manifest his con- 
cern about it ? 

Did he think that he must do some- 
thing to obtain it ? 

How will you prove that God is 
good 7§ 


sinful ?| 
If there be none good but God, how 


What must you do if you would have 
everlasting life ? 


Have you always broken, or kept | 


God’s commands ? 
In what is the law of God fulfilled ?* 


that he was in such a good state ? 
Did Paul have such an 


law ?** 


What class of people had a high | 


value of themselves ’7{ 


The young man was directed to sell | 
his estate and give to the poor— | 


what does that teach you? 
Did he prefer to part with Christ or 
the world? 


By what shall we be tried at the | 


great day /t} 

Is there any command that we should 
lay up treasure in heaven 7§§ 

Does a love of the world keep any 
from obtaining eternal life ? 

Can you serve God and mammon ?j| 

Do those who love the world have 
the love of the Father in them ?*§ 

Can you save yourself? 


* 1 Sam, ii. 18. 2 Kings xxii. 2. 
2 Tim. iii. 15. fGen. xlviii. 14. 
+ Luke xviii. 18. § Psalm cxix. 68. 
Ex. xxxiv. 6 |] Rom. iii. 9—18. § Gal. 
v.14, ** Rom. vii. 9—14. f}{ Luke 
xvii. 11. ++ Matt. xxv. 35. §§ Matt. 
vi. 19, 4) Matt. vi. 24. 941 John ii. 
15. 





| stand what 
_ your Magazine has done much to 
How will you prove that mankind are | 





| asked myself, 
| do?” 
What made fhe young man think | 


opinion of 
himself before he understood God’s |, 











How will you prove that God can do 
all things ?* 
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For the Am. S. S. Magazine. 
WHAT MORE CAN I po? 


Mr. Enrror—l believe one of the 
greatest hindrances to the progress 
of sunday schools, is the ignorance 
which prevails on the subject. Ip 
some parts of our country, there js 


| not one individual in a thousand that 
| cantell any thing about the rise o: 
| progress of the institution ; 


and if 
you attempt to talk with them about 


_ improvements which have been made, 


you can scarcely make them under 
you mean. I believe 


wards dissipating this dark cloud o| 
ignorance. But then, the number: 


| who read it are comparatively very 
does it appear that Christ is good * | 


few. I forwarded you a few days 


| since, $1 50 for a new subscribe 


and when I read your remarks on the 
subject in the number for May, | 
‘‘what more can | 
The answer was, “ I’ll try to 
procure another subscriber.” The 
trial has succeeded, and I now for- 


| ward you the money. I enclose Thr 


Dollars, $1 50 for the subscriber, 


/ and $1 5U for some other one which 


I mean to obtain before many days 

You may write many pages, Mr 
Editor, on the importance of indi 
viduals subscribing for the Maga- 
zine, but the mischief of it is, the 
persons who ought to read the argu- 
ments never see the paper which 
contain them. I remember of seeing 
a good plan proposed sometime 
since. If I mistake not, it was by 
the Editor of that excellent paper, 
the Philadelphia Recorder. It was 
this: that every subscriber should 
endeavour to procure an additional 
one to the first. Would it not be 
well for you, sir, to propose the same 
plan to yoursubscribers? Nay, per- 
mit me, though nothing but a coun- 


| try teacher, to propose it. 


Fellow teachers, what more can 
you do, to promote the great and 
glorious cause in which you are en- 


| gaged? The surest and easiest mode 


of action is, to circulate intelligence 


* Gen. xvili. 41. Numb. x1. 25 
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on the subject. 
the American Sunday School Maga- 
zine? iknow you do, if vou have 
read it. Then, just look around 
you, and try to procure one additional 
subscriber. You have acquaintances 
within 10 or 15 miles of your home. 
When you interchange visits be- 
tween them mention the subject, and 
among some of them, I doubt not, 
but you may be the means of circu- 
lating much good news. 
possible, to procure enough subscri- 
bers, to average one per month du- 
ring the year. Remember the max- 
im of the good Mr. Cecil, which was, 
“ Do something, do it, do it.” 
A ‘TEACHER 

P. S. Since writing the above, I 
have procured one additional subseri- 
ber, which balances the Three Dol- 


; 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UNIONS 


The substance of the following re- 
marks have already appeared in our 
pages, but their importance, and the 
want of information on the subject, 
induces us to comply with the re- 
quest of a correspondent, and beg 
our readers to give them an atten- 
tive consideration. 


During the early years of sunday 
schools, the teachers pursued their 
benevolent employment, in detach- 
ed situations, with different plans of 
instruction: but it was found, that 
zeal, thus private and retired, might 
be likely to languish; improvements 
in education could be only partially 
known and adopted; and _intelli- 
gence which might animate waver- 
ing exertions, direct inquiring bene- 
volence, and promote more energet- 
ic and extensive plans of instruction, 
could not be communicated by any 
existing medium. Hence arose the 
necessity of Sunday School Unions, 
by which teachers from different 
schools might assemble to encourage 
and assist each other in their impor- 
tant engagements. The beneficial 
effects of this Christian union and 
co-operation were soon experienced, 
and the cause of sunday schools 


Do you approve of 


i intend, if 
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from this era, became more success- 
ful and extensive. Previous to the 
establishment of these Unions, sun- 
day school teachers resembled scat- 
tered warriors in an enemy’s country, 
individually they had been valliant 
and victorious in their separate sta- 
tions, but a combination of talent, of 
energy, and of means, was much 
needed. By these Societies the in- 
structors of the young, led forward 
under the banner of union, have 
commenced a combined, and, we 
trust, irresistible attack against igno- 
rance and vice, those worst of ene. 
mies to the human race. 

To the cursory observer, it may 
perhaps appear, that there is little 
necessity for an increase of institu- 
tions for the instruction of the young; 
but we are persuaded that he who 
investigates the situation of the indi- 
gent around him, will find that igno- 
rance and profligacy, still mark, ina 
striking manner, the character of our 
poor ; and that there is abundant 
scope, and the greatest necessity for 
augmented exertion, and the more ex- 
tended diffusion of education. Even 
in many situations where common in- 
struction may easily be attained, the 
necessity of sunday schools for the 
religious instruction of the young is 
not superseded, but rather increased ; 
for knowledge without moral and re- 
ligious culture is a power, which 
may be applied either beneficially 
or injuriously. It is the infusions of 
pious principles, which is the great 
object of a sunday school teacher’s 
solicitude: and wherever he looks 
around him, he beholds many chil- 
dren very suitable objects for sunday 
schools, who are at present in great 
danger of perishing for lack of reli- 
gious knowledge. In most neigh. 
bourhoods there is a great deficiency 
of the means of both common and 
religious instruction, and we are per. 
suaded that a minute and vigilant 
inspection of most parts of our coun- 


| try would fully substantiate the ab- 


solute necessity of more extended 
exertions: In those places where 
sunday school unions have been 
formed, the condition of children 
and youth has been scrutinized, and 
a most lamentable and surprising de- 
ficiency of the means of education 
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has been discovered. Even if a par- 
ticular neighbourhood be blessed 
with sufficient means of education, it 
has been found that many adjacent 
towns and villages are in a very des- 
titute state, of whose rising race it 
may be emphatically said “‘no man 
careth for theirsouls!” ‘The poor, 
in many situations, are growing up 
ignorant of their duties to God and 
to man: in a state of almost heathen- 
ish darkness, and exposed as a prey 
to all the baser passions of human 
nature without any counteracting 
principles. Surely, every Christian 
will feel desirous of rescuing his 
neighbours and countrymen from 
such an ignorant and deplorable 
state, and will anxiously enquire, by 
what means he may be made use- 
ful in dispelling this mental darkness, 
and introducing “the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jesus Christ.” 

To attain this desirable object,, 
no plan appears so simple and so ef- 
fectual as the establishinent of sun- 
day schools; but alas! who is there 
that will devise the means and pro- 
mote the establishment of such insti- 
tutions? A Sunday School Union 
affords the only medium. The dis- 
united efforts of pious individuals 
may produce several local benefits ; 
but it is by union of many, that great 
and extensive plans must be carried 
into effect, and a general attack be 
made on the strong holds of folly and 
wickedness. Hence arises the neces- 
sity for the establishment of Sunday 
School Unions in every district of our 
country, as the most effectual plan for 
removing the ignorance and deprav- 
ity which every where prevail. Let 
the friends of Christ and of the 
young unite their efforts universally, 
and soon in every village and every 
hamlet, where ignorance long main- 
tained an undisputed dominion, the 
voice of instruction will be heard, 
the Sabbath will be kept holy to the 
Lord, the youthful poor will rise up 
to call the Redeemer blessed, and the 
hills and the vallies will re-echo the 
Saviour’s ‘praise, from the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. 

At the formation of a Sunday 
School Union, the puplic attention 


Sunday School Unions. 








is directed to investigate the state of 
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education throughout the district, 
and the leading object of the society 
is to endeavour to supply this defi. 
ciency. When the union is establish. 
ed, the natural inquiry at the seve. 
ral meetings of the committee is— 
what places are destitute of schools ? 
And how can we supply them? 
Union furnishes both the plan and 
the means!:—Individuals may form 
projects and suggest plans of exten. 
sive utililty, but it is only by union 
that they can be carried into full ef- 
fect, and become generally adopted. 
The tendency of unions to promote 
the extension of sunday schools, is 
not merely theoretical. Happily in 
those districts where these societies 
have been established, practical ex- 
perience has proved their beneficial 
influence ; so that many thousands, 
and tens of thousands of children, 
who would otherwise have continued 
immersed in ignorance, now rise up 
as evidences to prove the extensive 
utility of Sunday School Unions. The 
advantage of unions have also been 
felt in schools already established. 
They have led to an increase in the 
number of teachers and scholars, to 
improvements in the methods of im. 
parting instruction, to augmented 
zeal and activity in the teachers ; and 
thus they have advanced the general 
welfare of these establishments. 

A Sunday School Union produces 
many advantages which can be at- 
tained no other way. Great are! the 
benefits which flow from mutual ad- 
vice and assistance, in promoting the 
objects of sunday schools. 

Information is extended—usefil 
plans and pleasing facts are reported 
—the general experience is rendered 
available to individuals—mutual en- 
couragements excite each others 
zeal—mutual prayers ascending to 
the throne of grace bring mutual 
blessings from the God of love. 
Every labourer in this cause must 
feel that he sometime require stimu- 
lating, that he is tempted to grow 
languid, and decline from his toils, 
and to fear that all his exertions have 
been futile, and may as well be dis- 
continued ; but by the mutual inter- 
course which a Sunday School Union 
establishes, his zeal is invigorated, 
his heart is warmed, and he is exci- 
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ted to go on, through every difficul- 
ty, labouring more zealously for the 
promotion of the religious interests 
of the rising generation. 





RHODE ISLAND 
Second Annual Report 


Families and schools are the two 
nurseries of civil society. In them, 
the springing germ of mind receives 
its first nutriment, its earliest direc- 
tions. If this nutriment be good, and 
this direction right, the plants will ge- 
nerally be vigorous and fruitful, when 
transplanted into the garden of life. 
Good schools aid and assist the fami- 
ly culture. ‘They often happily sup- 
ply the defect of it. If, therefore, 
the welfare of the community is wor- 
thy our attention, the support of good 
schools is equally so, 

But, the kind of schools which 
are the objects of our more particu- 
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Although it appears that some- 
thing has been done towards the at- 
tainment of our object, yet, compared 
with its importance, but little has been 
effected. And why is this? One rea- 
son 1s, the want of funds, And why 
have we not funds? Are we poor as 
a community? Let the large sums be- 
stowed upon foreigners for amusing 
the public in the most trivial manner, 
and which are annually carried out of 
the state by them, answer the ques- 
tion. Are we poor as a community? 
Let the extravagance and dissipation 
which prevail among us answer the 
question. Almost every branch of 
our industry is productive, and our 
profits are continually increasing. 
Can we not spare a mite to aid poor 
children in learning to read the Bible 
—in learning ‘* to do unto others as 


| they would that others should do unto 


| them ?”’ 


lar attention, at this time, are sunday || 


schools. In them, children are taught 
to read, to understand, and to remem- 
ber the instructions of one book—the 
most ancient, the wisest, and the best 
book that was ever written—a book 
which teaches what most concerns us 
all to know, the way to be virtuous 
and happy both in this life, and in the 





next—the way in which all sin may | 


be pardoned, and the moral image of 
God restored to man;—a book which 
has done more to stop the progress of 
vice and ruin,—which has done more 
to make good children, parents, wives, 
husbands, magistrates, citizens, and 
good men, than all other causes com- 
bined, 

The object of this association is 
to form sunday schools in every vil- 
lage, factory establishments, and 
neighbourhood, within the limits of 
this state. We would do our endea- 
vour that not a single individual of 


the rising generation, may grow up | 


without ability to read the Bible, to 
understand the moral duties which it 
teaches, the encouragements which 
it holds out to virtue, and its threat- 
enings against vice;—that not a sin- 
gle individual of the rising genera- 
ton May grow up without the know- 
ledge necessary to becoming a good 
neighbour, a good citizen, and a pi- 
ous christian,’’ 


Such donations yield the 
wealthy an ample interest in the bet- 
ter security of their possessions. It 


'| is both cheaper and better to prevent, 
than to punish crimes. 


Another reason why we _ have 
done so little is, the public are not 


| yet generally impressed with the util- 


ity of our enterprise in a moral and 
political point of view. ‘They do not 
yet fully consider the tendency of sun- 
day schools, not only to store the 
minds of youth with good moral prin- 
ciples, but to form them to habits of 
order and subordination, and make 
them good members of society. In 
addition to this, sunday schools, like 
other improvements, have to encoun- 
ter some prejudices and jealousies. 
It has been said that the design of 
these schools is to promote sectarian 
views. Our association itself con- 
futes this objection. Of whom is it 
composed? Of persons of every de- 
nomination who choose to come for- 
ward and promote sunday schools, 
There is no distinction of sect—no 
exclusion in this concern. 

Indistinct jealousies have been 
expressed of some dark design to en- 
force a particular creed. But is stor- 


_ ing the minds of children with the Bi- 





ble, the ground of this apprehension ? 
It has no other. If a knowledge of 
the scriptures tends towards evan- 
gelical sentiments, how can we. pre- 
vent it? Why should we attempt to 
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prevent it? Surely the real truth can 
lose nothing by the freest inquiry— 
by the most extensive knowledge. 
It can gain nothing by the suppres- 
sion of either. Inattention, neglect, 
and wilful ignorance are the great 
enemies of divine truth. As the genial 
influence of the sun is ever attended 
by light, so the religion of the heart, 
is that of the understanding also. 
The more we know of the Scriptures, 
therefore, the greater the probability 
that we shall believe and obey them. 
The sword of the spirit has an edge 
peculiar to itself. It is sharpened by 
contact with the human intellect, and 
thus prepared to penetrate the con- 
science. 

On the whole, we have cause of 
devout gratitude that we have been 
so far prospered in our enterprise, 
and ground of encouragement to re- 
newed activity and perseverance. 
Much wealth and influence are in the 
hands of men among us sincerely at- 
tached to those principles of entire 
civil and religious freedom, which 
brought us into existence as a state. 
When these men fully understand the 
nature of sunday schools, they must 
see their tendency to perpetuate those 
principles. ‘They must see that no- 
thing short of christian morality can 
transmit them unimpaired to posteri- 
ty. They will then come forward 
and aid us. As misapprehensions are 
removed, and the effects of our la- 
bours seen, the hearts, the prayers 
and the exertions of all the pious will 
be with us, of course. 

Above all, we have reason to con- 
fide in the divine blessing, so far as 
we are actuated by the spirit of him 
‘* who went about doing good.”” May 
this spirit take full possession of our 
hearts, guide us in all our delibera- 
tions, help us to assist in raising the 
standard of public morals, and make 
us the favoured instruments of leading 
many youth to a blessed immortality.” 





NEW JERSEY. 


From the First Report of the Union 
Sabbath School Society, Peach 
Grove, (M. J.) 


Itis now but ten montlis since we 











first essayed to gather together our 
little band.— We had many difficulties 
to contend with, some of a peculiar 
kind, as the attempt was by many 
deemed fruitless and vain. 4/ wished 
us success but almost all looked for 
failure. But Raikes “Tried” and 
succeeded, and the word which en. 
couraged Aim in his first humble at- 
tempt was to us, as a watchword and 
a signal. The blessing of God seem- 
ed to attend our feeble efforts and 
when our school embraced 50 children 
it numbered perhaps nearly all around 
us, who were of suitable age to at- 
tend. Even our apparently friendless 
situation, was in the hand of God, a 
means of making us friends whose 
sympathy cheered and whose advice 
or assistance encouraged us. And in 
truth we can say “ Hitherto hath the 
Lord helped us.” And though we 
have no evidence that our instructions 
have been blessed with the conver 
sion of a single soul, yet we trust that 
our labours have not been entirely in 
vain, Our hearts were gladdened a 
short time since, by hearing from the 
teacher of the day school in our 
neighbourhood (formerly our direc 
tor) that he could perceive a visible 
difference in the conduct of those 
boys, who attended our sunday 
school and those of his scholars who 
had never attended, and a marked 
change in the conduct and behaviour 
of some of those very boys (since the 
last winter) which was previous to the 
commencement of our school, particu- 
larly in a few specified instances 
where the boys were known to be es 
pecially attentive to sabbath school 
instruction. The interest in, and at 
tachment to the school, manifested by 
some of the scholars has been also 
encouraging. A little girl who left 
our neighbourhood last summer, bade 
our director farewell with tears in her 
eyes, and with great simplicity ob- 
served ‘* that she would try and not 
forget God, and to pray to him, and 
would ask her mother to teach her to 
pray” to that God of whom she had 
most probably first heard of at the 
sunday school. Indeed, the utter ig- 
norance, with regard to spiritual 
things, of some of these children 
could scarcely: be credited by those 
who had not witnessed it. 
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SOMERSET AND MIDDLESEX SUNDAY 


SCHOOL UNION, (N. J.) 
From the First Report. 


In the year 1799 an association | 
was formed in this town consisting of 
fifteen young ladies, for the purpose 
of educating the like number of poor 
temale children—each member hav- 
ing the privilege of selecting one 
child, to be clothed and schooled at 
herexpense. An experienced teach- 
er had charge of the schoo/, which 
continued in operation till the year | 
1806 when it was suspended, on ac- | 
count of the death of the instructress. | 
It was a part of the system adopted 
by this association, to impart religious 
instruction to the children of their 
charge on the Sabbath. And for this 
purpose they were regularly conduct- | 
ed to church on the Sabbath, and as- | 
sembled in the afternoon at their 
school room, where they were always 
met by one or more of their patrons. 

Inthe year 1811, a sundays chool 
was established on a more compre- 
hensive plan, combining literary with 
religious instruction, and admitting 
all, adults and children, who might 
attend for the purpose, and conduct 
themselves with propriety. An ap- 
proved master was provided for the 
boys, and a mistress for the girls, who 
were assisted intheirlabours by many 
young gentlemen and ladies of the 
city and about two hundred children 
were on the roll of this school, which 
continued in operation, till its most 
efficient patrons were numbered with 
the dead. It there languished for a 
short period, when it was revived by 
several pious young gentlemen, who 
became the instructers themselves, 
and continued their labours until about 
the close of the year 1815, when it 
was discontinued. 

On the 8th day of December 1816 
a sunday school, upon the plan which 
is in use at the present time, was com- 
menced in the Presbyterian Church, 
under the immediate superintendence 
of some of those pious females, who 
had been the original promoters of 
sabbath school instruction in our city. 
And shortly afterwards, two other 
sabbath schools were organized, one 
in the Dutch Church, and one in the 
Episcopal Church. These schools 

















have been continued, without inter- 
ruption, to the present day, affording 
elementary instruction to many hun- 
dreds of children who otherwise 
might have wandered about our 
streets, on the Sabbath, exposed to 
all the temptations of vice in a state 
of idleness. Two of these schools, 
the Presbyterian and Dutch, at an 
early period formed a union, under 
the title of the “New Brunswick 
Sunday School Union,’”’ and became 
auxiliary to the Philadelphia Sunday 
and Adult School Union. And they 
subsequently admitted into their con- 
nexion, four other sunday schools, 
established in the vicinity, viz. one at 
3 mile run, one at 6 mile run, one at 
Centreville, and one on George’s 
road. Under this arrangement their 
operations were continued till near 
the close of the last year, when this 
society was organized and the New 
Brunswick Union was absorbed in the 
more extended Somerset and Middle- 
sex Sunday School Union. 

It is worthy of remark that some of 
those very females who joined the 
association for instruction in the year 
1799, are among the most zealous and 
active promoters of sabbath school 
instruction at the present day. Thus 
affording an example of devotion to 
this charitable cause and of perseve- 
rence in doing good which is worthy 
of imitation, and which cannot fail of 
meeting its reward. 





CAMDEN, (N, J.) 


Perhaps the most interesting cir- 
cumstance that has occurred in con- 
nexion with our school since our Jast 
Report has been the formation of a 
Youths’ Sabbath Day Reading class. 
For some time previous to which we 
had witnessed with deep regret the 
assembling of many of our youth 
about the public gardens and at the 
corners of the streets of our village 
on the Sabbath day, and from whom 
occasionally we had experienced 
some annoyance while conducting the 
scholars to church; that this growing 
evil should be removed, and these 
young men induced to take a part in 
our school became very desirable - 
but all our invitations and solicitations 
for them to attend were disregarded 
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until a member of our society pro- 
jected the plan of collecting them to- 

ether in a room adjoining to the 
sabbath school, under the above 
name, with a mode of instruction and 
rewards, suitable to their years, and 
persons of experience to superintend 
them; which we are happy to say 
succeeded beyond our most sanguine 
expectations. The class commenced 
in January last, and before it had 
been in operation a month, more than 
twenty young men had caused their 
names to be entered on the class book 
and appeared to take an interest in 
the instructions of their teachers. 

When the class had been in ope- 
ration little more than a month a pa- 
rent of two of the scholars, remarked 
to one of the teachers of the class, 
** that a material alteration for the bet- 
ter had taken place in her sons, who 
previous to entering the class could 
scarcely be prevailed upon to take 
up a book, but now, added she, they 
embrace every opportunity of read- 
ing the Bible in order (as they say) 
to answer the questions their teachers 
may propose.” And the above is 
not a solitary instance of the kind; 
it is frequently remarked that a great 
change for the better has taken place 
in the general conduct of all the 
members of the class, particularly 
during the solemnities of divine wor- 
ship. We will give the copy of a let- 
ter which the gentleman who pro- 
jected this class received from an 
unknown person. 

‘Dear Siri—Although I have not 
the pleasure of your particular ac- 
quaintance, my motive will I trust, 
justify the liberty I take even with a 
stranger. Among the many modes 
of exertion for the improvement of 
the young, I am especially pleased 
with one which has been attempted 
in your town, I allude to the forma- 
tion of a Youths’ Sabbath Day Read. 
ing Class. I became acquainted with 
it in the following singular manner. 
Being detained some time in Philad- 
elphia, | accidentally inquired of 
some one the name of the place op- 
posite which appeared so pleasantly 
situated. 1 was informed it was Cam- 
den, but that it was not in reality so 
agreeable as itappeared, and that the 
inhabitants were notoriously ignorant 
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and wicked. This account did not 
lessen my inclination to visit it, and | 


_ therefore crossed the river for that 


purpose. As I was walking into the 


| town my attention was attracted by 


a group of boys talking very earnest. 
ly. From what I had been told of 


_ the place, I expected they were en. 


engaged in some dispute which 


_ would probably end in blows, and | 


hastened forward to prevent this if 
possible. What was my surprise and 
delight when I found it was only an 
animated conversation concerning 
the deluge. One told the depth of 
the waters, and the size of the ark. 
Another the number of persons pre. 
served init, &c. This delightful in. 
cident led me to inquire more parti. 
cularly concerning the state of socie. 
ty, and I found that it was by no 
means so low as had been represent. 
ed to me ; that great exertions were 
making for its farther improvement, 
and that your Reading Class was 
likely to become particularly useful. 
From what I learned of the plan, it 
appears well devised ; but permit me 
to suggest one addition. If the mem- 
bers could meet together some time 
during the week to converse upon 
the subjects of their reading more 
at leisure than they can do at your 
regular meetings, perhaps it might 
serve to interest them more strongly, 
and impress the subjects upon their 
minds more deeply. 

Go on, Sir, in the undertaking— 
good must result from it. Please 
present the best respects of a hearty 
wellwisher, to every member of the 
class, and accept for yourself, &c.”’ 


ESSEX COUNTY, N, J. 
Second Annual Report, 


‘* Though the first Annual Report 
left us in an early stage of our pro- 
gress, yet the expectations which we 
indulged were based upon the best 
foundations: the promises of the di 
vine word, in accordance with the 
signs of the times; the most impres- 
sive ceremonies of the last anniver- 
sary, comprising the arrangements of 
the schools of the town ; the concern 
manifested by the teachers from va- 
rious parts of the country; the affect- 
ing and united appeals made by the 
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gentlemen in their addresses, height- 
ened those expectations, which your 
board humbly hope and believe have 
not been cut off. 

Thence forward many of the 
friends of Zion have ventured to pre- 
dict the approach of a better day for 
the church in this region of country; 
they saw the moral darkness dissipa- 





ting which had so long rested upon | 


the widely extended valley of vision; 


they saw a shaking among the dry | 


bones, and while they cried come 
from the four winds, O breath, and 
breath upon these slain that they may 


live, they thanked God and took | 


courage. 


Your board have not been altogeth- | 
er unaffected with the conviction | 


that, but little (comparatively) is | 


done while so many are out of the 
ark of safety; and cannot refrain 
from saying that, their designs and 
efforts fall far short of that efficiency 
and earnestness, which their relations 
to the thousands for whom they la- 
bour require. The responsibility 
they take upon themselves, whose 
aim is the glory of God, and the sal- 
vation of souls, will not admit the 
least apathy or inactivity ; a sufficien- 


_cy of both has no doubt deterred us 


in our course, these indeed have been 
our greatest hindrances ; for though 
we have met with indifference to the 
the subject in parents and guardians, 
with prejudice of one kind or another, 





and sometimes with direct opposition ; | 


yet it is found by your board to be 
literally true, that more are they 
that are for us, than those that are 
against us, and they have found it to 
be so evident that the sabbath 
school designs of God’s servants have 
a favourable influence on society, 
that even worldly men advocate and 
assist liberally to support them. 
These facts, together with the con- 
sideration, that the measures of your 
board have been generally seconded 
by men of influence, and by the pi- 
ous ; it is hoped will excite the mem- 
bers of the board who may be called 
to labour, to shun those evils which 
are the product of coldness of heart 
and indifference to the best interests 
of souls. 

With these preliminary remarks 
the board will proceed to a brief no- 


Vou... EV deur 














tice of their several acts, which have 
regarded in a special manner the en- 
largement of the union, by the addi- 
tion of the schools which had not be- 
come auxiliary, by ascertaining as far 
as practicable the true state and 
number of the schools in the coun- 
ty, by means of the visiting commit- 
tees and other measures: by direct- 
ing the inquiries and operations of 
the small schools, and encourage the 
disheartened and languishing, by re- 
commending the observance of the 


monthly concert, and by keepin 


the Depository well supplied wit 
the publications of the parent socie- 
ty, and other valuable books; and as- 
sisting the destitute by small dona- 
tions, when the visiting committees 
or members of the board have deem- 
ed it expedient. 

The Depository is at present in a 
flourishing condition; it has been 
well conducted by the superinten- 
dent during the past year, and has 
been a source of considerable income 
to the union; notwithstanding dis- 
counts have been uniformly made to 
the auxiliaries agreeable to the plan 
proposed at the commencement, 
and that pursued by the American 
Sunday School Union. 

By the liberality of the Newark Reli- 
gious Tract Society in publishing the 
first annual report of the union gratui- 
tously, fifteen dollars has been saved 
to the Union, for which that society 
will please to accept the thanks of 
the board. They would also tender 
their gratitude to those gentlemen 
of the grand jury, who, at two res- 


| pective sittings, while they were set 


as guardians of the public morals, 
departing from their usual practice, 
condescended to notice our institu- 
tion in their gifts ; thus bearing testi- 
mony to the moralizing influence 
they believe your society must have 
upon community. 

Before we take particular notice 
of the schools, permit the board to 
remark, that they are persuaded still, 
that no part of our plan deserves 
more attention than the appointment 
of active visiting committees ; the in- 
formation obtained by them during 
the past year, respecting those parts 
of the county where’ the least has 
been done, -has-had the happiest: m- 
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fluence on the meetings of the 
board; they have superseded tlie 


necessity of having a missionary, and | 


have done nearly all the good that a 


missionary could have done; their | 
visits have been solicited and highly | 
valued by the schools, while at their | 


suggestion, schools have become aux- 


ly concert of prayer established. 


superintendents—to these add the 


auxiliary, and there will be nearly 
6,000 scholars deriving benefit from 
sunday school instruction within our 
bounds, and the number of teachers 
will be nearly 1,000. From the re- 
ports of your auxiliaries, it is ascer- 
tained that, 55 teachers and 18 scho- 
lars have the last year, made a public 
profession of the religion of Christ, 
from those schools. Seven auxilia- 
ries have libraries; in 13 of the 
churches the sunday school concert 
is observed—37 of the schools are 
discontinued during the winter—such 
is the state of the sabbath school 
cause within the county of Essex.— 
The hundred fold, which was antici- 
pated in the first report of your man- 
ers, has been nearly realized— 
what christian does not rejoice in 
view of this picture, notwithstand- 
ing its darker shades? In its thou- 
sands, whose first cfforts are to learn 
of God, and the great mysteries of 
redemption—to treasure up the seeds 
of eternal truth—to love the blessed 
spel, and to honour our holy Sab- 
ath, does he not see a large inheri- 
tance for the church /—What parent 
that loves virtue, and values the im- 
mortal interests of his offspring, does 
not rejoice, if their names are on 
these records? What citizen will 
not join in our thanksgivings, or will 
withhold his friendly aid, when he is 
assured that these institutions correct 
disorders in families, that by them 
neighbourhoods are reformed, pro- 
fanity, abuse of divine ordinances, 
and vice and immorality of every 
kind is diminished? Who that can 
pray, will not say, send now, Lord, 
prosperity.—True it is, that few 
comparatively, are brought to an ex- 
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perimental acquaintance with Christ. 
and without his kind interposition to 
effect a radical change, they must 
remain in spiritual ignorance, and 
die. Yet they seem to be waiting at 
the pools, and are doing more for the 
real dignity of our natures, and fo; 
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|| the prosperity of the nations; than 
iliary, and in some places the month- || all other measures devised, could do, 
| without their aid—and are effectin 
There are now connected with | 
this society 28 auxiliaries, 67 schools, | 


5,032 scholars, 795 teachers, and 94 | 


a moral change, which but few of us 
will probably believe or. sufficiently 
realize, but in the light and experi. 


| ence of eternity! And while the sun. 
probable number of 6 schools, not 


day school system is at this mo- 
ment exerting a direct influence on 
1,100,000, in the schools in the Uni. 
ted States, the West India islands, Brit- 
ish America, South America, Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, Australasia, and 
Polynesia ; let the friends of God, of 
the church, awake to their obliga. 
tions, lend theirfaid and influence 
to these institutions—join in tlie 
monthly prayers with the thousands 
who assemble at the concert of pray. 
er, for the dews of heaven to descend 
-—let their prayers daily arise—and 
then the great head of the church 
will interpose and bless his cause— 
will send his Holy Spirit to influence 
—will sprinkle the nations with his 
precious blood—and the ransomed 
of the Lord will return and come 
unto Zion, with songs of everlasting 
joy upon their heads: and as the 
angel flies through the midst of hea- 
ven, having the everlasting gospel, 
to preach to every nation, kindred, 
and tongue, and people—the cheer. 
ful and holy song will be raised by 
infant voices, in every vale, and on 
every mountain top. 


Dissipate ye clouds o’erspreading ; 
Jesus bids his gospel shine : 
Truth is now the earth pervading, 
Aided by a power dive : 
Holy Jesus; 
Soon all nations shall be thine. 





CAPE MAY, N. J. 


One thing I will take on myself to 
mention: within the space of two or 
three weeks past, the greatest <lis- 
play of the power of divine grace has 

urst forth among us that has ever 
been witnessed by the oldest people 
we have among us. So powerful 
is the work, that we sometimes 
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vation of God. This work is, so 


far, confined, entirely to the heads of | 


families: while some are shouting 
glory to God in the highest strains, 
others are crying mightily for mercy. 
Next sabbath the ordinance of baptism 
is to be administered. We solicit your 
prayers with ours, that this torrent 
of Grace may not cease until the 
whole face of the earth is covered 
with it as the mighty waters cover 
the bosom of the great deep. 


NAZARETH, PHILADELPHIA, 


One scholar has died in the full 
triumphs of faith. Our prospects of 
doing good, are bright. The instan- 
ces of hopeful conversion are two. 





KENSINGTON, PA. 


During the past year we have been 
called, as an association, repeatedly 
to experience the loss of teachers. We 
have felt as though the hand of the 
Lord was laid heavily upon usin taking 
from us within a few weeks of one an- 
other, three female teachers, one of 
whom was among the most active 
and devoted teachers belonging to the 
school. They were all professors of 
religion, and have left a comforting 
hope that they have been removed 
to abetter world. The one referred to, 
as being very active, was very anxious 
as she deemed her end approaching, 
to have a teacher provided for her 
class, such as she could confide in, 
and was evidently gratified, when 
such a teacher promised to take 
charge of her class. It is hoped that 
those who have still the care of the 
school may be quickened to double 
diligence in remembrance of the 
mournful event just stated. 





HOPKINSVILLF, KEN, 


I have ever felt a deep interest in 
sunday schools, believing them to be 
instrumental in spreading the Re- 
deemer’s cause among children, and 
promoting vital piety in the hearts of 
christians who engage in the duty of 
instruction. A short time after my 











if . ° 
even stand still, to see the sal- | removal to this place we established 


a sunday school, which for two years 
past, without funds or patronage of 
any kind, and against many opposing 
difficulties, has struggled for its exis- 
tence. ‘Through the protection and 
blessing of God, it now flourishes, 
and every week adds to its numbers, 
which now amount to fifty-six, and 
will, lexpect, through the summer, 
be almost doubled. We have but 
three stated female teachers, with 
some occasional assistance. We are 
entirely destitute of suitable books 
or bibles, and have no resources. 
The people of the town are poor and 
not liberal. We have excellent or- 
der in the school and great attention 
on the part of the children to their 
lessons and familiar instruction, and 
have good reason to hope that seri- 
ous, and we trust, lasting impres- 
sions, have been made on the minds 
of some. For the benefit of the school 
and society at large, we have establish- 


_ ed atract society, at the moderate sum 


of 25 cents a subscriber; this fur- 
nishes us with ten dollars worth of 
tracts, which are given as rewards, 
I have also myself subscribed for the 
Sunday School Magazine and Youth’s 
Friend, and now remit .to you the 
subscription. 

We believe we have the smiles and 
approbation of the great head of the 
hate and in his strength will we 
go on, looking to him to supply our 


| need, 


ee ee 


CATSKILL, 


It is the request of the “ Sabbath 
School and Library Society in Cat- 


N, Y. 


skill,” that the bearer may attend 


the anniversary of the American Sun- 
day School Union, as their delegate, 
provided his stay in Philadelphia will 
allow him the opportunity. The 


| same gentleman will pay over to your 
board 30 dollars, to constitute our 
| pastor, the Rey. David Porter, D. D. 


a life member of the American Sun- 


| day School Union Society, 20 dollars 
_and 71 cents of which was contfi- 


buted by the members of the Sab- 
bath School, the remainder was fais- 
ed by donations from individuals. 
The answers of our secretary, an- 
nexed to your circular, precludes the 
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necessity of any remarks upon our 
school at this time, especially as our 
annual returns will be due in Sep- 
tember. 


On the subject of sending an agent 
from your board to this section, there 
can be but little doubt but that the 
sabbath school cause might be great- 
ly benefitted by sucha measure. The 
denintion of a Union in this county, 
to become auxiliary to the American 
Sunday School Union, has been a sub- 
ject of some reflection and conversa- 
tion, but with no efficiency as yet. 


There appears to be no suitable per- | 


son at present, who can be obtained, 
to effect this desirable object. There 
are ten towns in this county; and 
there are ten or eleven well organiz- 
ed and interesting sabbath schools, 


beside a number of Jocal schools of | 
less note, kept up in the summer | 


season. Five or six of the former are 
directly or indirectly connected with 
the American S. School Union. An 
agent for this county might not only 
greatly strengthen the cause by con- 
centrating the exertions of those so- 
cieties already formed, but a number 
more might probably be formed to 
much advantage for the well being 
of many | peownee immortals. The 
expense of supporting an agent from 
the parent society, may most proba- 
bly be defrayed without drawing 
from her funds, for a season at least. 
Since the sabbath school cause is so 
evidently the cause of Christ, and 
being so pre-eminently calculated to 
draw the rising generation under the 
influence of did/e truth; and consi- 
dering the effects already produced, 
what efforts should not be put forth 
to raise such a scheme to the highest 
pitch of usefulness! 


PAWLETT, VERMONT. 


I am much better pleased with the 
zine than I expected to be—I 
had imbibed some prejudices against 
it. I can assure you, on the testimo- 
ny of some of my best people, that it 
has excited a new impulse in favour 
of sabbath schools. It has been ex- 
tensively read—with lively interest. 
Our sabbath schools, never since 
their establishment, promised ¢o 
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much prosperity or usefulness, as 
they do this spring. My brother, 
whose heart is deeply excited on this 
subject, has been spending a few 
weeks with me, and has done much 
to organize and animate our school. 

We had nine schools in town last 
summer. Most were given up for 
the winter, it being wholly impracti- 
cable to keep them during short 
days—not because the children were 
scattered and must needs be at some 
trouble if they attended—No : this is 
not the reason. We believe in tak. 
ing pains both to do good and get it. 
In some cases our superintendents 
left home to teach district schools 
abroad, and there was no suitable sic. 
cessors. But when they were given 
up it was on the ground that the dis. 
tance at which the people lived from 
church, left them no time for the 
service—some of them having 4 and 
5 miles to ride. In two districts, thus 
situated, they were attended on Sa. 
turday afternoon. A general colle: 
tion of the scholars was made at noon 
on the sabbath, which has kept awake 
the interest of teachers and scholars. 
It is this school which my brother has 
re-modelled. Our schools were, un- 
til this spring, a sort of race course— 
the swiftest, were of course, most com 
mended. ‘The school is now divided 
into two classes or divisions. Al! 
above 14 years of age in the first di- 
vision. ‘They have a question put to 
them, to support which they are re- 
quired to learn proof texts. 

The second division are required 
to commit a set lesson of ten or fif- 
teen verses, and get in addition, at 
least one proof text, of a simple doc- 
trine or duty. 

The question in the first division is 
of the higher order—as the divinity 
of the Saviour, &c. The other divi- 
sion have questions which have some 
relation to the parents as well as 
children—what is said of sabbath 
breaking, swearing, &c. in the Bible. 
In this way we assemble—agreeably 
to the mot to of your magazine— 
‘‘ men, women, and children.” 

From what I have seen of its ef- 
fects, I am decidedly of opinion, that 
it is altogether the dest method of 
conducting a school. But enough on 
this subject. I should not have writ- 
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ten thus familiarly, had I not found in 1 the formation of a religious library, 


you an ardent attachment to the 
cause [ love. This congeniality of 
feeling waits not the tardy opera- 


tions of a fashionable etiquette. It | 
will gladden you, 1 know, to learn || 


that we are going on unto perfection, 
in the system and efficiency of -our 
sabbath schools. We have a very 
considerable embarrassment to our 
operations, which I should rejoice to 
remove. To consult you respecting 
it, | took my pen. It is not confined 
to this people. If it were, it would 
merit less attention. It is the want 
of books. 





FLEMINGTON AND AMWELL, N. J. 


Under the providence of God the 
managers are brought to the close of 
another year of their labours. It is 
with pleasure, and we trust with 
thankfulness to the God of mercies, 
whose we are, and whom we serve, 
that we are enabled to state, that du- 
ring the past year, the field of exer- 
tion for the benefit of the rising ge- 
neration, occupied by this society, 
has been gradually extended. At 
our last anniversary the number of 
schools in active operation were six 
—a very efficient one has since been 
added, which makes the whole num- 
ber now under the care of our socie- 
ty seven. The attendance of the 
scholars have been generally regular, 
and their general deportment such 
as merits the highest praise. Their 
attention to the reading of the word, 
and religious exercises in the school, 
has given general satisfaction. Most 
uf the children have made regular 
progress in their studies. In the re- 
citations it has been the aim of the 
teachers to limit the quantity com- 
mitted to memory, in the hope of ad- 
vancing their pupils in the know- 
ledge of what they acquire—this has 
been particularly the case in com- 
mitting from the holy scriptures, and 
the hope is indulged, that the plan 
has been pursued with benefit. The 
plan of rewarding the children with 
tickets, has been in a great measure 
abandoned in this school—and it is 
believed its disuse will be attended 
with salutary effects. In its stead 


| 








adapted to the various capacities of 
children, has been commenced; and 
although our stock of books is yet 
small, and entirely inadequate to 
meet the demands of all the schools 
yet so far as the experiment has been 


| tried—we have had ample proof of 


the superior benefits of this mode of 


| rewarding the industry and faithful- 


ness of our little pupils. The eager- 
ness with which these books are en- 
quired for, is a pleasing indication 
that their contents are appreciated ; 
and renders it a matter of regret, 
that the funds of the society are in- 
adequate to such a supply of them, 
as would give the several schools the 
advantages of their distribution on an 
extended scale. While the conduc- 
tors of the school thus express their 
gratitude to the great head of the 
church for his signal preservation 
of themselves and the little company 
committed to their care; and for the 
distinguished success which hag at- 
tended the cause of sabbath school 
instruction ; they would not conceal 
their regret that too many manifest 
no disposition to avail their children 
of the advantages of these schools; 
and that some few even of those who 
are permitted to attend, loose much 
by the neglect of parents and - 
dians, to second the efforts of the 
teachers to promote the highest good 
of their children. | 


CONNECTICUT. 
Second Report. 
It is unnecessary at the present 
time, to insist on the utility of sab- 


bath schools. The eyes of the chris- 
tian public are open on this subject; 


and those who a few years since. 


doubted and hesitated, are now ac- 
tive and efficient friends. When we 
contemplate the importance of sab- 
bath schools to the rising generations 
in the cultivation of the intellect, and 
the formation of moral character; 
when we consider the simplicity of 
their design and organization, the 
feeble instruments by which their 
support and instruction are commu- 
nicated; the unobtrusive and unwea- 
ried efforts of the many thousands 
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who are employed in their manage- 
ment; and especially when we look 
upon them as handmaids to the chris- 


tian church, as the nursery of her | 


sons and her daughters; we are as- 


tonished, that an institution of so be- | 


nevolent a character, and inspiring 
so much hope, should have com- 
menced its progress at so late a pe- 
riod of time. 


It is a source of satisfaction to the 
friends and patrons of our sabbath 
schools, that in most of them, libra- 
ries have been commenced, on a 
plan which promises that they will 
soon become beneficial and respecta- 
ble. In this way, improvement in 
useful knowledge, goes hand in hand 
with amusement. In this way, the 
little portions of time, and the long 
evenings of winter, which formerly 
were wasted in idleness or vicious 
pursuits, are now occupied in mental 
cultivation, or softenipg the rough 
and natural affections of the heart. 
In this way, a taste for reading is im- 
bibed in youth, which will ever be a 
source of pleasure, and comfort, and 
support; and which is rarely ac- 
quired, except in the morning of life. 
When we recollect the character of 
the books of which oursunday school 
libraries are formed ; so vastly supe- 
rior to the trash which was put into 
the hands of children fifty years ago, 
we have reason to hail their estab- 
lishment as a powerful means in im- 
proving the youth of our country. 


The managers have felt much soli- 
citude that one or more missionaries 
should be employed to visit every 
society in the state, in order to con- 
firm and strengthen the sabbath 
schools which have been organized, 
and to establish them in those places 
where they have been hitherto ne- 
glected. ‘The only reason why one 
has not been employed this spring, 
has been the difficulty of finding a 
suitable person to engage in this la- 
bour. The managers of the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union, have long 
since expressed their desire to for- 
ward a commission to any person 
who shall be designated for this em- 

loyment, by our society. The ob- 
ject is still kept steadily in view, and 
we trust it will never be lost sight of, 


| out the world. 








until the field is amply supplied wits 
labourers. 

The number of auxiliaries connect 
ed with us one year since, was 52, 
including 1200 teachers, and 7000 
scholars. We now have 80 auxilia. 
ries, 1600 teachers, who receive_no 
reward for their services, except the 
satisfaction of knowing that they are 
in the path of duty and of usefulness, 
and 10,000 scholars. 


It is a subject calculated to inspire 


| gratitude in a pious heart, that the 


children, after receiving religious in- 
struction in the sabbath school, until 
they reach 13 or 14 years of age, are 
prepared to enter the Bible class. 
The reluctance so often expressed 
by our youth, while listening to the 
inculcation of divine truth, is in this 
manner happily overcome, and the 
scholar who has been taught for 
years in the primary school, slides 
imperceptibly and cheerfully into 
that of a higher grade. 


It would be happy for our country, 
if Bible classes were universally es- 
tablished; but as ministers and 
churches are becoming more and 
more awake to their importance and 
utility, we expect with confidence, 
that in a few years they will be found 
planted by the side of sabbath schools 
in most of our towns and villages. 

Perhaps it may not be generally 


known, that the National Union pub- 
lish a periodical work, entitled the 


| Sunday School (Teachers’) Magazine 


This work is well calculated to sti- 


| mulate teachers in their duty, and to 


communicate important information 
relative to sabbath schools through. 
In those schools 
where the work is not taken, we 
know nothing that will be more use- 
ful, than its introduction. In the re- 
vivals of religion which have taken 
place the last year, and which have 
been more numerous than in any 
former period of our history, the sad 
bath schools have not been forgotten 
by our Almighty benefactor. Many 
young persons of both sexes, have 
entertained a comfortable hope, that 
God, the Holy Spirit, had visited 
them with his grace ; and have pro 
ed by their lives and conversation, 
that they were indeed born again 
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Even little children have turned to 
the Lord; and from their hearts and 
lips his praise has been perfected. 

In conclusion, the managers would 
respectfully say to all parents, Send 
your children to the sabbath school. 
They would say to all Christian bre- 
thren, Pray for sabbath schools. They 
would say to all ministers of the gos- 
pel, We beseech you to establish sud- 
bath schools in all your partshes, and to 
visit and encourage them, as often as 
you have opportunity. 


WILLIAMSBURG, VA. 
1 am happy to state, that the 


| 
| 


} 
| 
i 
| 


children of our school are still very | 


attentive, and appear anxious to im- 
prove. During the winter the school 
was thinly attended, owing to the 
severe cold weather, but at this 
time there are 51 boys and 41 girls, 
regular attendants. One male teacher 
has this year publicly professed him- 
self to be a disciple of the blessed 
Jesus. Four of the female teachers 
have for some years been professors 


of religion, and one of our youngest | 


has, from her earliest days, dedi- 
cated herself in private to the Lord. 
My friends, let not the blessing which 
so many are now obtaining be un- 
sought by you; many of the parents 
of our children have, by the grace 
of God, of late professed to be born 
again, and others are seeking God’s 
love to know; indeed, this town, 


where iniquity has so much abound- | 


ed, has lately seen a great change. 
We have a faithful pastor sent us by 
kind Heaven, who is striving to win 


souls to God; and, glory be to his | 


holy name, we already see he is 
reaping the fruits of his labour.—Fe- 
male Sabbath School. 





SHREWSBURY, PA. 


We want more light on the subject 
of sunday schools, in this part of the 
country; and should the American 
Sunday School Union deem it expe- 
dient to furnish it, we will endeavour 
to walk by it. There never has been 
such a prospect in this part of the 
county for the advancement of the 
sunday school cause, and, by the 
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grace of God assisting us, we are de- 
termined to proceed with unabating 
assiduity in this good work. 

We take such a deep interest in 
the cause, that we are anxious to 
gain all the information possible, so 
as to be able to communicate it to 
others. In some places, we have the 
prejudices of the people to contend 
with—these must be removed before 
we can succeed in getting them to 
co-operate with us. Some approve 
of sabbath schools in towns aad vil- 
lages, but not in the country—others 
approve them altogether; these are 
comparatively few. None of these 
things discourage us; the cause is a 
good one, and we are determined to 
go forward in the strength of the 
Lord—with deep humility, fervent 
prayer, and steady perseverance. 





KENTUCK, PA. 

If we should be asked, what we 
had to encourage us, in reply we 
would state, that, during the past 
year, six of our scholars give satis- 
factory evidence of a change of heart, 
and that there are others under the 
influence of the Holy Spirit, and that 
God is with us in very deed. 

We would offer for your encour- 
agement a circumstance which took 
place at one of our schools. As one 
of the superintendents was con- 
versing with the scholars upon the 
importance of prayer, and urging it 
upon them, and, looking round the 
schoo], further observed, ‘* How 
many scholars are here who have 
not praying parents?” A hard-heart- 
ed parent, who was present, (to use 
his own expression,) received an ar- 
row from the Almighty, which stung 
him to the heart. He went, however, 
and retired to rest; but sleep had 
fied from him, He viewed his own 
character, and he loathed it; and the 
thought that he had never prayed 
before his children, stung him to his 
very soul. He was borne down for 
days, and went weeks under the bur- 
then of his sins. He would frequently 
retire into the silent and solitary 
groves for the purpose of . prayer. 
After continuing in this manner for 
some tune, he Roaee the Lord Jesus 
Christ met him, and humbled him in 
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the dust ; and he has now the satis- 
faction of seeing two of his children 
hoping in the mercies of a Redeemer. 


SOUTHWARK BAPTIST S. S. PHILA. 


One of the teachers baptized last 
year states, that he received his first 
serious impressions about ten years 
ago, when a sunday scholar. If there 
were no other instance of conversion 
than the present one, we have abun- 
dant reason to go on in our labour of 
love, knowing that if the whole uni- 
ted efforts of sunday school teachers 
were to be the means in the hand of 
God of saving one immortal soul, (to 
say nothing of the thousands that 
have and will be saved through their 
instrumentality,) from going down 
to the chambers of death, we have 
gained more than a whole world. 


AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION, 


The third anniversary of this insti- 
tution was celebrated on Tuesday, 
22d May, in the church on Washing- 
ton square, in the presence of a large 
and attentive assembly :— 


ALEXANDER Henry, Esq. President 
of the Society, took the chair at four 
o’clock, P. M. The throne of grace 
was fervently addressed by the Rev. 
Dr. Hittrer, of the Presbyterian 
church of Orange, New Jersey ; after 
which, the following ode, written for 
the occasion by W. B. Tappan, was 
read by the Rev. Mr. Doughty, of the 
Methodist church of this city, and 
sung by the congregation. 


ODE. 


God, our God, his power revealing, 
In this latter harvest time— 

Bids his Sun, with wings of healing, 
Rise on each benighted clime: 

See! o’er vale and humbled mountain, 
Kolls his conquering car to-day ; 

See! his brightness like a fountain, 
Flooding all the glad highway. 


By the Mission Ships that wander, 
Messengers to every sea,— 
By his servants toiling yonder, 
Where stern idols claim the knee,— 
Bibles, news of peace declaring, 
To the wretch by sin undone, 
Tracts, obedient missives, bearing 
Liberty to thraldom's son : 








By the tender mercies glowing, 
Where reign'd hatred and misrule ; 
And the thousand blessings flowing 
From his chosen Sunday School ; 
He is Error’s night dispelling, 
Bidding grace in rivers flow, 
From Antarctic, to the dwelling 
Of the lowly Esquimaux., 


Wake the harp, ye angels! ever 
Warble, ye melodious choirs ! 

Sweet your minstrelsy, yet never 
With Redemption thrill those wircs 

*Tis our song, and all your glory, 
Starry crowns and hymns above, 

Fade, while children lisp the story 
Of a Saviour’s dying love. 


The report of the Treasurer was 
read by Sitras E. Weir, Esq. Vice 
President of the Society. 

The annual report of the Board of 
Managers was then read by the Rey. 
Dr. Exy, of the third Presbyterian 
church, by whom it was written, 
Whereupon the subjoined resolu. 
tions were proposed and adopted, 


On motion of the Rev. Jouy L 
Daae, of the Baptist church in San 
som street, seconded by the Hon. 
Heman Lincoitn of Boston, Massa- 
chusetts, 

Resolved, That the annual report 
be printed, and distributed under the 
direction of the Board of Managers. 


On motion of the Rev. Dr. Rice, of 
the Presbyterian church, Virginia, 
seconded by Grorce S. Wixson, Esq 
of Utica, New-York, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Society be presented to its numerous 
auxiliaries and friends, for their ex- 
ertions in the establishment and sup. 
port of sunday schools, and that they 
be earnestly solicited to increase their 
efforts until all the children and youth 
of our country partake of their high 
est benefits. 


On motion of the Rev. G. W 
RineErey, of the Episcopal church, 
Philadelphia, seconded by the Rey 
Wm. Yates, Baptist Missionary from 
Calcutta, 

Resolved, That while the Society 
feel a deep and lively sense of grat! 
tude to Almighty God, for the exten 
sive accommodations provided for 
them, they would also present their 
unfeigned acknowledgments to their 
fellow-citizens, who have so liberalls 
contributed to this object. 


On motion of Dr. Metres, of Phila 


| delphia, seconded by the Rey. Mr 
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Merwis, of the Methodist church, 
Philadelphia, 

Resolved, Vhat the concurrence of 
public sentiment in the design and 
execution of the Sunday school plan 
of instruction, is highly encouraging 
as the warrant of its ultimate triumph 
in the United States, and the world. 

On moving and seconding the 
above resolutions, addresses were de- 
livered by all the gentlemen above 
named, excepting the Hon. Mr. Lin- 
coln. 

The subjoined hymn, also written 
for the occasion by Mr. Tappan, was 
then sung with much spirit and effect 
by the children, who thronged the 
galleries. 


HYMN, 


Union prevails in heaven, from Him 
Who allits spangled sheet unroll'd, 
Down to the flaming cherubim 

That veils his face with wings of gold. 


Union is written on each star, 
That walks in music as it shines; 
And the dim worlds that float afar, 
Reveal it, trac’d in living lines. 


In Union have our fathers plac’d 
The stone that God will not forbid, 
Polish’d and sure—whereon is bas‘d 
The Sunday school’s fair pyramid, 


In Union went the cloud of prayer, 
Their embassy, to yonder skies ; 
Falt’ring,and yet accepted there, 
For God approved the sacrifice. 


©, Thou! that sendest blessings down, 
The hearing and the answering One! 
Smile on their toil, and give the crown, 
Aud give the world to Christ thy Son. 


The Rev. Dr. Asupet Green, of 
this city, then closed the exercises 
with the Apostolic Benediction. 


Brief View of the Society’s Pudlica- 


tions, &?c. 


Since the anniversary, in May last, 
they have published 11,000 Tracts— 
1000 Hymns in sheets—3000 Teach- 
er’s Manual—6500 select Scripture 
Lessons—10,000 Alphabetical cards— 
2500 Class books—2000 Bible Ques- 
tuons—484,000 Premium books—2000 
feachers’ Hymn books—23,000 Sun- 
day School Magazines—2000 Teach- 
er’s Guide—4000 Testaments—2000 
Reterence Testaments—2500 Reports 
~-11,500 Decalogues—606,000 Tick- 
ets—-17,000 Primers—-4000 Cata- 


logues, 10,000 Spelling books—2250 | 


Repgulations—--48,000 
Your. IV.—A a 


Catechisms— 
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35,000 Hymn books, and 289,250 
other publ cations ; making 1,616,796 
publications, W hich, added to those 
issued by the Society in the two pre- 


ceding vi ars, make a grand total of 


3,741,549. 

The circulation of the American 
Sunday Schovl Magazine has much 
increased, and the edition now con- 
sists of 2500 copies monthly—of the 
smaller Magazine 10,000 copies are 


| printed monthly. 


There are now established in dif- 


| ferent parts of the United States, in 


whole orin part on the capital of this 
Union, 67 depositories for the sale 


' and distribution of the Society’s pub- 











lications. 


State of the Schools in connexton with 
the Union. 


MAINE, 


The Maine Sunday School Union 
has 16 auxiliaries, about 1300 teach- 
ers and 6000 scholars, in 100 schools. 
These form so small a portion of the 
Sabbath schools in the state, that no 
probable estimate of the whole num- 
ber of teachers and taught can be 
found. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


Has a Sunday School Union, em- 
bracing 70 schools, from which the 
have received returns, and in whic 
649 teachers instruct 5,000 scholars. 


VERMONT 


Sunday School Union embraces 161 
schools, 1,199 superintendents and 
teachers, and 6,767 scholars. They 
estimate the numbers not connected 
with their State Union at 80 schools, 
600 superintendents and teachers, 


and 3,500 scholars. 


MASSACHUSETTS, 


Has a State Union, from which ho re- 

turn has been received. Their annual 

meeting will be held the — 
8 


week. In 1826 they reported 
schools, 835 teachers, and 6,078 
scholars. 


RHODE ISLAND 


Sunday School Union, embraces 16 





auxiliary societies, 40 schools, 183 
' teachers, and 2409 scholars. 
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CONSECTICUT 


Sunday School Union, reports 81 
schools, 1,610 teachers, and 10,100 
scholars. During the last year, 141 
of the teachers, and 127 of the scho- 
lars, have made a public profession of 
religion. 

NEW YORK 


Contains 31 auxiliaries. Of these the 
New York Sunday School Union re- 
ports 62 schools, 1,095 teachers, and 
6,796 scholars. Increase during the 
last year, 12 schools, 321 instructers, 
and 1,795 pupils. Inthe same time, 
84 teachers and 54 scholars have pro- 
fessed religion, which, added to those 
of former years, make 380 teachers 
and 192 scholars—total 572. The 
New York Female Union returns 40 
schools, 354 teachers, and 3,553 
scholars. During the past year, of 
these 25 teachers and 38 scholars 
have professed religion—total of 
hopeful converts in connexion with 
them since 1816, 626. The Western 
Sunday School Union, includes 13 
county societies, which embrace 275 
schools, 1,900 teachers, and 15,000 
scholars. In Oneida county alone, 


the hopeful conversion of 400 Sun- 
day school children and 100 teachers, 
is reported. Twenty other societies 
in the state of New York report 272 
schools, 1,351 teachers, and 12,190 | 


scholars. 


verts during the last year. 


NEW JERSEY 


Has 33 auxiliaries, 306 schools, 2,663 | 


teachers, 20,459 scholars. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Has 75 auxiliaries embracing 453 | 
schools, 4,094 teachers, 31,258 scho- | 
lars. Conversions during the past | 


year 92, of whom 61 were teachers 
and 31 scholars. 


DELAWARE 


Contains 7 auxiliaries, yore 29 | 
ars 


schools, 226 teachers, 1,835 scho 
Hopeful conversions during the past 


year 11, 5 of whom were teachers | 


and 6 scholars. 





Total in the state, in con- | 
nexion with the American Union, | 
732 schools, 6,113 teachers, 45,912 | 
scholars. Of these teachers 251, and | 
of the scholars 401, making 652, | 
have been returned as hopeful con- | 





| Reports 2 auxiliaries. 
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MARYLAND 


Reports 40 schools, 416 teachers and 
2,816 scholars. Hopeful conversions 
during the past year, 7 teachers. 
The Maryland State Union has re 
cently connected itself withthe Ame 
rican Union. 


THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Has 3 auxiliaries, embracing 25 
schools, 333 teachers, and 2.813 
scholars. Hopeful conversions dur. 
ng the past year, 22 teachers and 3 
scholars. 


VIRGINIA, 


Only 18 out of 24 auxiliaries have 
made reports to the Union. There 
are 46 schools, 520 teachers, and 
3,640 scholars. Hopeful conversions 
during the past year, 6 teachers and 
7 scholars. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Has 8 auxiliaries, containing 45 
schools, 379 teachers, and 2,407 scho 
lars. Hopeful conversions during the 
past year, 6 teachers and 9 scholars. 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 


Seven out of 14 schools belonging 
to the State Union have reported to 
the state auxiliary. These 7 schools 
have 130 teachers and 914 scholars. 
The whole number of schools in the 
state, connected with the American 
Union, is 20, containing 174 teachers 
and 1,260 scholars. 


GEORGIA 
Reports 5 auxiliaries, 32 schools, 236 
teachers, and 1,920 scholars. Hope- 


ful conversions during the past year, 
13 teachers and 11 scholars. 


ALABAMA 
In this state 
there are 3 schools, 32 teachers and 
213 scholars. 
LOUISIANA, 
The Sabbath school at New Or- 
leans has 13 teachers and 55 scholars. 


| Three teachers have become hope- 


fully converted during the past year. 


TERRITORY OF ARKANSAS, 


The Dwight Mission Sunday Schoo! 
has 8 teachers and 67 scholars. One 
teacher has recently professed faith 


| in Christ. 
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TENNESSEE. 


No returns have been received | 
since last report. There were then | 
3 schools, 35 teachers and 261 scho- | 
lars. 

KENTUCKY. | 

Seven auxiliaries in this state re- | 
port 7 schools, 69 teachers, and 597 | 
scholars. Six other schools, not con- | 
nected with the Union, contain 560 | 
scholars. There are auxiliary in this | 
state, 9 schools, 113 teachers, and | 
722 scholars. | 

! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


MISSOURI AND [LLINOIS. 


The report of the ‘* General Sun- 
day School Union,” for 1827, states, 
that more school’ are now in opera- | 
tion than were reported last year— 
but they cannot state the number of 
additional teachers and scholars, by | 
reason of defects in their returns. | 
Their report of 1826 to the American | 
Union, returns 106 schools, 472 teach- 
ers, and 3,697 scholars. | 

| 
} 


INDIANA 


Has a State Union, but no returns | 
have been received except from In- | 
dianapolis. The school there contains | 
43 teachers and 296 scholars. Hope- | 
ful conversions during the past year, | 
2 teachers, 


OHIO. 


Six auxiliaries return 13 schools, | 
204 teachers, and 1,263 scholars. 


THE TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN 


Has one auxiliary and one school, 
with 22 teachers and 220 scholars. 


GENERAL VIEW. 


Sixty-three auxiliaries have been 
added during the past year, making 
463 which have been recognized by 
the society. Of these 101 have been 
discontinued or united with larger | 
auxiliaries. 
ed with the American Sunday School 


Union, 362 auxiliaries, 2,415 schools, | 


22,291 teachers, 159,246 scholars. 
Increase, 2;993 teachers, 24,172 scho- 
lars. Whole number of hopeful con- 
versions during the past year, 1,481 
—723 of whom are teachers, and 
758 scholars. Excess of hopeful con- 
versions over last year, 481. Add 
these to the 4,000 hopeful converts 


There are now connect- || 








before returned, and the amount 1s 
5,481. 


GENERAL AGENT. 

The General Agent, in discharging 
his duties, has already travelled more 
than 3,000 miles, and has collected 
$3,665 77, of which $1,500 have 
been left with the managers of local 
depositories. 

SOCIETY'S HOUSE. 

Since the last anniversary, the 
Board of Managers have been ena- 
bled, by the liberal contributions of 


|| their fellow citizens in Philadelphia, 


to purchase a convenient lot with 
buildings thereon for their deposi- 
tory, and are now preparing them, 
and erecting other buildings on the 
same lot, for the accommodation of 
their printer, stereoty pe-founder, let- 
ter-press and copper-plate printer, 
binder, wood: and copper-plate en- 
gravers, &c. the whole expense of 
which, when completed, includin 
the cost of the original purchase, will 
amount toabout 34,000 dollars. Their 
depository will thus be furnished 
them free of expense.—The amount 
of the contributions above mentioned 
is already $ 14,000; §& 10,000 of 
which have been paid in. The build- 
ing purchased is at 148 Chesnut 
street: the lot has 50 feet front and 
130 feet depth. The new buildin 
erecting for printing-office, &c. is 
feet long, 24 feet wide, and 5 stories 
high. ‘The book store has 24 front 
and 50 feet depth: a very tasteful 
and substantial marble front has been 
put up, the difference in the expense 
of which, between it and ordinary 
wood work, has been paid by a libe- 
ral friend of the institution here. 





USEFULNESS OF TRACTS. 
American Tract Society Report. 


Among the encouragements to in- 
creased exertion, the committee men- 
tion the fact that God is blessing the 
publications of the society as instru- 


' ments in the conversion of sinners to 


himself. Out of a great number of 
instances illustrating the truth of thie 
remark, we select the following : 

I have been informed, says a cler- 
gyman in the state of New York, of 
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the reformation by a tract, of a most 
notoriously profane swearer ; and in 
another instance, I have encourage- 
ment to hope for the reformation of 
one addicted in a high degree to in- 


temperance.—A few wecks ago, he | 


adds, I prevailed on a neighbouring 
brother to purchase a few thousand 
pages of tracts, to circulate in his con- 
gregation ; and he has since informed 
me that the tract Quench not the Spirit 
was read in a prayer meeting, and 
blessed to the awakening and con- 
version of a lad about thirteen years 
of age, whose engagedness in the 
cause of Christ had subsequently led 
to the conversion of a number of his 
associates, Previous to the com- 
mencement of our labours in the dis- 
tribution of tracts, says the same 
clergyman, we had many advo- 
cates for the doctrine of universal 
salvation; and I had strong fears 
that the influence of that fatal error 
was extending among us; but the 
very striking and convincing manner 
in which that fearful delusion is ex- 
posed in a number of tracts which 
we have industriously circulated, has 
put the enemy to confusion on that 

oint: and now I do not know of an 
individual within the bounds of my 
congregation who will openly advo- 
cate the doctrine. 

The tract On the Lord’s day was 
left in a dwelling house in one of our 
cities, where resided a family of 
wealth, who were accustomed in the 
warm season, to amuse themselves on 
the sabbath by a trip in the steam 
boat. After returning one sabbath, 
the tract was read by the father with 
close attention, who, on laying it 
aside, exclaimed, ‘* This is the last 
time you find me sailing on the sab- 
bath. Next sunday I go to church.” 
He immediately provided himself 
with a seat in an evangelical church. 

The Female Tract Society of New 
York report that one of their direc- 
tors penetrated through a dark alley 
to the abode of a wretched man, 
grown old in sin, who, when affec- 
tionately accosted on the subject of 
religion, at first rudely replied to her, 
‘‘I suppose you wish to convert 
me !” and soon after passionately ex- 
claimed, with reference to the family 








8 of Tracts. 
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pretty hard, if I’ve got to have a hel! 
here, and another hell hereafter,”’— 
yet by the reading of tracts, accom 
panied with words of Christian kind 
ness, he was induced to visit a plac; 
ot public worship, where he bec an 
a regular attendant, having, he 
gave reason to believe, never before 
entered the house of God on the sab. 
bath. 

The same society also report the 
conversion, by means of a tract, of a 
decided universalist, who has since 
joined a methodist church. 

The auxiliary society of Peters 
burg, Va. mentions that the tract en 
titled the Christian Atonement, given 
toaman who had. for years been 
groping in the darkness of nature, 
was the means of convincing him of 
his ruined condition as a sinner. He 
found no rest till he found it in the 
cross of Christ, and embraced him as 
the friend of sinners. He has since 
united with the church. When we 
think, says the report, of the value of 
one soul, saved from eternal banish 
ment from the presence of God by 
means of a tract circulated bv us, 
how does it compensate for all we 
have done, or can do, to the end of 
our lives. 

An agent near the boundary line 
of New York and Pennsylvania, says, 
**In the prosecution of my work, |! 
have had much to encourage me. | 
have visited several places, where 
the Lord has poured out his spirit , 
and, in these places I have found per- 
sons exceedingly anxious for tracts 
In one place | found a person, then 
a member of the church, who was 
awakened and brought to the house 
of God by reading the tract, entitled 
The Sin and Danger of Despising a 
Preached Gospel.—i have seen a mo- 
ther who had buried her son, yes her 
only son. She knew that her only 
source of consolation was in God, 
but could not acquiesce in his will, 
till she had read the tract To Mourn- 
ers.—I1 knew a youth, a promising 
member of one of the eastern col- 
leges, who distributed many tracts, 
and in the last diary he ever wrote, 
recorded the special blessings de- 
rived to his own soul from Robert 
Hall’s tract On the Holy Spirit. Did 


as 











broils that disturbed his peace, “ It’s | 


he continue in this world? No: he is 
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gone—he is gone to join the songs 
of the redeemed around the throne 
But he did not take his departure tll 
he had made some provisions for the 
tract society. Your agent is the bear- 
er of $20, to constitute one of his 
surviving friends a life member. 

A few months since, says an excel- 
lent clergyman in the southwest part 
of this state, 1 was called to attend 
an ordination some miles distant ; and 
taking with me some tracts, as my 
custom is, I presented one toa pious 
schoolmaster where I dined. A few 
days after, the following message 
came to me from the lady with whom 
the schoolmaster boarded: “Sir, I 
have the pleasure to inform you that 
your tract has been the means of do- 
ing us great good. ‘The schoolmas- 
ter carried it to his school, where it 
was read and copied by many of the 
boys and before night three or four 
were brought under deep conviction. 
A general seriousness was soon mani- 
fest throughout the school ; it spread 
to older persons; and now, a most 
interesting revival of religion is en- 
joyed in this congregation.” 

The tract on Family Worship was 
sent into the house of a highly respec- 
table judge in Vermont. He read it, 
and said to his minister, ‘* The little 
tract on family worship has stripped 
me of every excuse I had for not 
praying in my family. I am guilty.” 

A lawyer of eminence in Alabama, 
one day took up, from the mantel 


piece in his own house, a volume of 


tracts which had been laid there by 
his little son, and which immediately 
arrested his attention. ‘ This,” says 
a gentleman in that state, * occurred 
about four months since. At our 
communion, two weeks since, he and 
his wife unitedly made a public pro- 
fession of religion. He is a gentle- 
man of fine talents and highly culti- 
vated mind ; had been well acquaint- 
ed with the bible as a history, but 
had read it with strong prejudices, in 
consequence of having previously 
read most of the works opposed to 
it. He is now an active and useful 
member of the church. One of his 
first acts, after his communion, was 
to appropriate a sum of money for 
the distribution of tracts.’ 

An officer in one of our public 
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literary and scientific institutions on 
whom it devolves statedly to minister 
at the altar, was called upon by a 
student, who, he thought, would be 
as likely as any other to receive in 
good part a word of serious exhorta- 
tion, He presented him four tracts; 
two of which he requested him to 
read for his own personal benefit, 
and the other two, one of which was 
the Last Hours of the Hon. Francis 
Newport, to drop unseen, where some 
of his sceptical fellow students would 
be likely to find them. One week 
afterwards, on Saturday afternoon, 
another student called on this cleri- 
cal officer. Soon after he entered, 
he said, ** You do not know me, sir; 
my name is ;”? and then 
burst into tears. The minister, con- 
vinced of what was the cause of his 
distress, said to him, ‘* My friend, if, 
as I trust, your grief is connected 
with religion,—if you desire to be- 
come a servant of God, be encour- 
aged to open your heart to me whose 
heart is already open to you.” ‘J 
do desire to become a servant of 
God,” said he. Deep emotion pre- 
vented his further utterance, for a 
Being then asked, 
what were the circumstances of his 
case, he replied, ** A tract was lying 
in my room last Saturday. I cannot 
imagine how it got there; but I took 
it up; read it, and it made a power- 
ful impression upon my mind, It was 
an account of the death of an infidel,” 
On being requested to describe the 
previous state of his mind, he said he 
had not actually considered himself 
an infidel, but had been profane, and 
in the habit of speaking lightly of 
religion ; and nothing had effectual- 
ly arrested his attention till he read 
this tract. Not long after, he gave 
evidence, that he had been born of 
God, and united with the church. 
He soon manifested much anxiety for 
the student through whose instru- 
mentality he had received the tract. 
‘¢ To him, under God,” said he to his 
minister, “and next, sir, to you, I 
owe an immeasurable debt; and by 
the help of God, I will not let him 
alone till we have him among us.” 
A few days after, he called upon his 
minister with the young ian Jeaning 
on hisarm. “ Here he is,” satd he, 
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‘* the Lord has brought him.” Una- | 


ble to restrain his emotions at what 
he hoped the Lord was doing for 
him, the minister threw his arms 
around his neck and blessed him. 
“*Ican hold out no longer,” said 
he; ‘* this is not the first time; I 
have been often called; I can hold 
out no longer. I will be a servant 
of God, henceforth, for ever.’ It 
was in reading the Shepherd of Salis- 
bury Plain, that he first felt his heart 
expanded with the spirit of prayer. 
‘* Behold how great a matter a little 
fire kindleth.” These two young 
men are now active members of the 
church of Christ; they have distri- 
buted thousands of tracts among the 
destitute, the ignorant, and the pe- 
rishing ; they are both zealously en- 
gaged in the cause of sabbath schools; 
by one of them a school of 100 chil- 
dren has been gathered, where, 
among a population of 1,000, the 
gospel has been but seldom preach- 
ed; by one, among a people desti- 
tute of the regular means of grace, 
social meetings for prayer and in- 
struction are held every week; by 
the instrumentality of one, as many 
as ten, who a little while ago were 
dreadfully wicked, have been hope- 
fully converted, and are so changed 
as to astonish their former compan- 
ions. Both will probably at length 
become ministers of the gospel, and 
be, through many years, continually 
gathering new fruits in testimony of 
the unspeakable blessings which 
may flow to the church and to the 
world, by the means of one tract. 





NEW YORK SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


On Tuesday the 8th inst. between 
2 and 3 o’clock, the various schools 
connected with the Union, compris- 
ing near 7000 children, passed 
through the Park to Castle Garden. 
Each school had its appropriate ban- 
ner, on which was inserted some 
scripture motto. Among others we 
noticed the following: 

Seek me early. 

The truth shall make you free 

And yet there 1s room. 

Search the scriptures: they are 
they which tesufy of me. 
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Come ye children: hearken unto 
me: I willteach you jthe fear of the 
Lord. 

The resurrection and the life. 

Compel them to come in. 

Thy word is a light unto my path 

Mercy and truth are met together 

Suffer little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not. 

The fear of the Lord is the begin. 
ning of wisdom. 

And they shall all know me. 

When at length all were assembled 
in the Garden, together with many 
hundreds of spectators, making an 
audience of nearly or quite 10,000 
souls, the hymn, “ Loud hallelujahs 
to the Lord,” was given out, and sung 
in the tune of “Old Hundred.” 
Though in a promiscuous concourse 
it is impossible for the chords to be 
sweet, there was nevertheless a plea 
sure and sublimity in so many thou- 
sand voices ascending to God in 
praise, which it is not often permit 
ted, in this world, to enjoy. Prayer 
was offered by the Rev. Mr. Hewitt, 
of Fairfield, Conn. Another hymn 
was sung in the tune of Claredon; 
during which a collection was taken 
up for the benefit of the Union. An 
address was then made by the Rev 
Mr. M‘Cartee, of the Presbyterian 
church in Canal street. After a third 
hymn and doxology, in the tune ot 
Monmouth, some parting remarks 
were addressed to the children by the 
Rev. Dr. Milnor, and the assembly 
separated.—The use of the Garden, 
and its Band of Music, was afforded 
gratuitously to the Union, by the les 
see, capt. Chase. 

In the evening, the society held its 
eleventh annual meeting at the Mid 
dle Dutch Church. Prayer was of 
fered by the Rev. Dr. Spring. The 
annual Report was read by Mr. Ho 
race Holden. A motion for its ac 
ceptance and distribution under the 
direction of the General Committee, 
was made by the Rev. Mr. Somers, 
and seconded by the Rev. Howard 
Malcom, agent of the American 
Union. A collection was then taken 
up, during which the meeting was 
addressed by the Rev. Mr. Wood 
bridge, of Canandaigua. A motion 
of thanks to the superintendents and 
teachers, for their arduous and disin 

















Sabbath School Concert. 191 











-~ I 


terested labours in this benevolent 
enterprise, was offered by T. Brad- 
ford, Esq. of Philadelphia, and se- 
conded by the Rev. Samuel H. Cox. 
Addresses were made by the several 
gentlemen who moved and seconded 
the resolutions—both of which were 
adopted.—.. ¥. Ob. &% Chron. 


es 


SELECT LESSONS 
The practice of selecting portions 
of scripture for the year prevailed of 
late in many schools, and we believe 
the experience of all who have made 
use of them, testifies to their utility. 
At the commencement of the present 
year, a committee was appointed for 
this object, who arranged a series of 
lessons for each sabbath in the year. 
These lessons do not, on an average, 
consist of more than fifteen verses; 
and it is intended that they shall em- 
brace but one general subject. Ex- 
perience has shown, that there is no 
benefit, but much injury in burdening 
the memory with syllables and lines, 
to which no definite idea is attached. 
A few verses, familiarly illustrated, 
and enforced with plainness and 
affection, produce infinitely more 
effect, than whole chapters, hurried 
over without explanation or reflection. 
Teachers, as well as parents, should 
be cautious how they lead their 
children to think that excellence 
consists in quantity. This in ambitious 
minds is said to produce the worst 
consequences, and in all cases it is 
proposing a false standard of merit. 
Neither should several distinct sub- 
jects be grouped together in the same 
lessons otherwise the mind is dis- 
tracted, and the effect of the whole 
destroyed or greatly weakened. The 
minds of the children are soon weary. 
_ When fresh, their attention may be 
gained on a particular subject, and 
when it has been gained, it may be 
kept up for a considerable length of 
time ; but if we would lay that aside, 
and take up another wholly unconnec- 
ted with it, we shall certainly fail in 
the attempt. To these remarks on 
unity of subject, some exceptions 
must, it is evident, be allowed. 
Our lessons being thus arranged, 
the teachers have been accustomed 
to meet weekly, to hear the explana- 
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tion of that portion of scripture which 
comes next in order, from one of the 
clergymen of the city. We consider 
these meetings to be very useful. 
They give the teachers an opportunity 
of availing themselves of the know- 
ledge and information of one pro- 
fessedly devoted to the study of the 
Bible. 

Selected lessons also enable the su- 
perintendent, or any other suitable 
person, to address the whole school 
with greater effect. For they have 
all been attending to the same solemn 
truth: their feelings are awake to 
it, and the words come from their 
lips with greater weight. But that 
to which we would particularly direct 
the attention of the public, is the op- 
portunity that is afforded by select 
lessons of questioning the whole 
school on the subject of the day. In 
some of our schools it has been cus- 
tomary to devote a considerable part 
of the afternoon to this exercise alone. 
The superintendent commences, say 
with the youngest, and proceeds from 
that to the next, and so on till he has 
gone through the whole school. 
These questions can easily be adopted 
to the years and capacity of those to 
whom they are proposed. The effect 
is most happy. The scholar during 
the week while he is committing his 
lesson, remembers that he is to be 
questioned on its meaning. This 
makes him careful to ascertain it with 
precision, and to apply for the solu- 
tion of difficulties to his teacher: 
which tends in no small degree to 


excite him also to investigation. Itis 
unnecessary to add that whatever 


tends to awaken thought and reflec- 
tion in the youthful mind is highly 
salutary.— Ct. Observer. 





SABBATH SCHOOL CONCERT, 


The Quarterly meeting of Sabbath 
School Teachers of different denom- 
inations was held on Monday evenin 
of last week in the Methodist Church 
in Bromfield Lane. Dea J. C. Proctor 
was chairman of the meeting. A num. 
ber of superintendents and others 
made addresses, representing the 
state of the scholars under their 
charge, and the general aspect of the 
sabbath school interest. These ad- 
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dresses were very encouraging, and 
some, in almost every school, were 
represented as inquiring the way to 
eternal life, or as having very recently 
become renewed in heart. In one of 
the Methodist Schools the teachers 
had adopted the practice of taking 
the classes in succession into a separ- 
ate room, for the purpose of personal 
religious instruction, which had been 
attended with very happy effects on 
the hearts and conduct of the scholars. 
—Two pious females had applied to 
be admitted as teachers, butas there 
was no class vacant, they could not 
be received. Yet their hearts were 
set on the work, and they inquired 
whether, if they should procure 
scholars themselves, they could not 
then be permitted to teach them in 
the school. This had a powerful 
eflect on all the teachers; and the 
result was, that, in a short time, the 
number of scholars was doubled. 


REMOVAL. 


Before another number issues from 
our press, the society will probably 
take possession of their new build- 
ings in Chesnut street, which are now 
nearly prepared for their accommo- 
dation. Our readers have been al- 
ready informed of the purchase of 
this property, and of the advantages 
the measure will bring to the promo- 


tion of the objects of the institution. 
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Yet would we again record our rra 
titude to that God who has so sivna! 

ens 
ly prospered our national union 
sabbath school efforts, that he | 


disposed the hearts of the wealthy 


+ 
; 


and liberal citizens of Philadelphia 
and efficient 
for the success of this important uy; 
dertaking. 


to render so willing 
In addition to the great 
er facilities now placed at the disp: 
sal of the board for economising’ and 
concentrating the various operations 
of the departments of mechanical Ja 
bour, a very considerable revenue 
may also be reasonably expected to 
accrue to the general fund, from the 
rents which will presently accrue 
from the unoccupied portion of the 
building. 

An engraved view of the front of 
the society’s house will be furnished 
for the July number of the magazine. 


CATALOGUE, 

A new edition of the Catalogue, 
the sixth, is now in preparation, 
containing all the additions to the 
general depository. These will be 
distributed gratis as usual, and mem 
bers and auxiliaries will be supplied 


upon application. 


SCHOOL BOOKS, 


The success of the primary books published by the American Sunday 
School Union is the best and most flattering evidence of their excellence 


The annual report just made by the managers to the society states that, du 
ring the past year, there have been published of the Spelling Book, ten 
thousand copies, and of the Union Primer, seventeen thousand copies. These 
publications are both new, and their introduction into our public schools 
and families, renders it probable that their circulation will be vastly exten: 


ed. 


The Primer has been before noticed particularly in this magazine, and 


in our opinion the best we have seen for families or schools. 





